-.%. 


^ 


.% 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


y 


/ 


^/ 


L 
^ 


O 


<•>    WJ 


/  3 


^ 


W., 


C/a 


(/^ 


Va 


^P 


* 


/A 


'*^y^'w 


'/ 


1.0 


I.I 


11.25 


11^ 
112.2 

12.0 

1.4    IIIIII.6 


«S  ilia 

2.   IM 
I!"  Itt 


-    6' 


Photographic 

Sciences 

Corporation 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14580 

(716)  872-4503 


'^ 


^ 


\ 


o 


^v 


c> 


<> 


% 


v^ 


'<?) 


w 


# 


ip      /Mx>. 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHM/ICMH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Institute  for  Historical  Microreproductions  /  Institut  Canadian  de  microreproductions  historiques 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notes/Notes  techniques  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checked  below. 


L'Institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  exemplaire 
qu'il  lui  a  6t6  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details 
de  cet  exemplaire  qui  sent  peut-dtre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibliogiaphique,  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dans  la  m^thode  normale  de  filmage 
sont  indiquds  ci-riessous. 


D 
D 

n 

a 

n 
□ 
0 


n 


n 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couverture  de  couleur 

Covers  damaged/ 
Couverture  endommag^e 

Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaurde  et/ou  pelliculde 

Cover  title  missing/ 

Le  titre  de  couverture  manque 

Coloured  maps/ 

Cartes  g^ographiques  en  couleur 

Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 

Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations/ 
Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 

Bound  with  other  material/ 
Relid  avec  d'autres  documents 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

La  reliure  serr^e  peut  causer  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distortion  te  long  de  la  marge  intdrieure 

Blank  leaves  added  dur'ng  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajout6es 
lors  d'une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  le  texte. 
mais,  lorsque  cela  6tait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  6t6  filmdes. 

Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  suppl^mentaires; 


I      I    Coloured  pages/ 


D 


Pages  de  couleur 

Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  endommag^es 


□    Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Pages  restaurdes  et/ou  pellicul^es 

□    Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed/ 
Pages  d6color6es,  tachetdes  ou  piqudes 

I      I    Pages  detached/ 


0 


Pages  d^tach^es 

Showthrough/ 
Transparence 


l~T    Quality  of  print  varies/ 


Quality  in6gale  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  material/ 
Comprend  du  matdriel  suppiementaire 


D 
D 


Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Edition  disponible 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc.,  have  been  refilmed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totalement  ou  partiellement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  une  pelure, 
etc.,  ont  6t6  filmdes  d  nouveau  de  fa^on  d 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 


D 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  est  filmd  au  taux  de  reduction  indiqu6  ci-dessous. 


10X 

14X 

18X 

ax 

26X 

30X 

V 

12X                            Wi                            20X                             24X                            2tX                            32X 

tails 
i  du 
odifier 
'  une 
mage 


IS 


The  copy  filmed  here  has  been  reproduced  thanks 
to  the  generosity  of: 

Metropolitan  Toronto  Library 
Canadian  History  Department 

The  images  appearing  here  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  original  copy  and  in  keeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specifications. 


Original  copies  in  printed  paper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  last  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, or  the  back  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrated  impression. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  the  symbol  — ^-  (meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  V  (meaning  "END"), 
whichever  applies. 

Maps,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diacams  illustrate  the 
method: 


L'exemplaire  filmd  fut  reproduit  grdce  d  la 
g6n6ro8it6  de: 

Metropolitan  Toronto  Library 
Canadian  History  Depariment 

Les  images  suivantes  ont  6t(^  reproduites  avec  le 
plus  grand  soin,  compte  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
de  la  nettetd  de  l'exemplaire  filmd,  et  en 
conformity  avec  les  conditions  du  contrat  de 
filmage. 

Les  exemplaires  originaux  dont  la  couverture  en 
papier  est  imprimde  sont  filmds  en  commen^ant 
par  le  premier  plat  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
dernidre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  le  second 
plat,  selon  le  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exemplaires 
originaux  sont  film6s  en  commengant  par  la 
premidre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration  et  en  terminant  par 
la  dernidre  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 

Un  des  symboles  suivants  apparaitra  sur  la 
dernidre  image  de  cheque  microfiche,  selon  le 
cas:  le  symbole  -^  signifie  "A  SUIVRE",  le 
symbole  V  signifie  "FIN". 

Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc.,  peuvent  dtre 
film6s  d  des  taux  de  reduction  diffdrents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  dtre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  clichd,  il  est  filmd  d  partir 
de  Tangle  supdrieur  gauche,  de  gauche  d  droite, 
et  de  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'images  ndcessaire.  Les  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  mdthode. 


errata 
to 


)  pelure, 
on  d 


n 


32X 


1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

<- 


I 


■   ;.w.<-jf»)-n'*.--- 


THE  LATE 


CAPTAIN  HENRY  MERCER, 


OF  THE  ROYAL  ARTILLERY. 


WHO    WAS    KILLED    DY    UNDUE    AND    USELESS    EXPOSURE 
,     AT  TUt:  bATTLb:  OF  UANGIRIRI,  NEW  ZEALAND, 
NOVE.MUER    lbG3: 


WITH 


AN     INQUIRY 

INTO    THE    CAUSE    OF    HIS    DEATH. 


BV    Ills    BllOTUlIK, 


MAJOR  A.  11.  II.  MERCER, 

I.ATI:    80th    KEUIMENT. 


SECOND     EDITION. 


'  •'■'^■'^ 


;*'.♦-::- 


-T'"^'. 


TORONTO:    . 

%  T.    HILL,    riilNTER,   CAXTON    PRESS. 


A*^,^C 


t 

f 


ii 


^    *' 


i 


>  * 


vx.:  % 


,. 


"And  it  came  to  pass  in  tho  morning;,  that  David  wrote  a  lottorto  Joob,  and  sent  it 
hy  the  hand  of  Uriah. 

And  ho  wrote  in  tho  letter,  saying,  Set  ye  Uriah  in  the  fore-front  of  tlio  hottest  battle, 
and  retire  ye  from  him,  that  he  may  be  smitten  and  die. 

"  And  it  came  to  pass  that  when  Toab  observed  tho  city,  that  ho  assigned  Uriah  unto  a 
place  where  ho  Icnow  that  valiant  men  were. 

"  And  the  men  of  the  city  went  out,  and  fought  with  Joab ;  and  there  fell  some  of  the 
people  of  the  servants  of  David,  and  Uriah,  tho  Hittite,  died  also."— 2  -Sbot.  xi.  14-17. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  appeal  to  tho  public,  as  the  ouly  remaining 
means  of  obtaining  redress  for  the  sacrifice  of  a  dear  brother,  a  brave 
.-soldier,  and  an  honourable  and  high-minded  man.    And  I  shall  aim 
to  perform^that  duty  with  the  frankness  of  a  soldier,  and  the  exactness 
of  a  man  of  honour.     Tho  fate  of  the  late  O'aptain  Henry  Mercer  of 
the  Royal  Artillery  was  interwoven  with  my  own  fortunes ;  and  the 
means  of  a  clear  comprehension  of  his  case  are  only  to  be  found  in  a 
recital  of  some  preliminary  facts    (which  without  this  explanation 
might  seem  misplaced),  connected  with  myself.     He  was  killed — I 
here  use  no  stronger  words — at  the  battle  of  Rangiriri,  New  Zealand, 
in  November,  1863,  on  a  forlorn  hope  on  which  he  had  been  irregu- 
larly sent — ^this  being  the  duty  of  Infantry — and  in  which  success  was 
impossible  and  death  certain.     The  facts  I  am  about  to  relate,  in  as 
few  words  as  possible,  illustrate  two  points.    First,  that  the  whispered 
suspicion  against  the  honour  of  a  British  officer,  of  which  he  may 
have  been  long  in  hearing,  if  it  happens  to  involve  a  charge  similar  to 
what  rumour  has  given  free  circulation  concerning  a  superior — say 
the  commander-in-chief — lias  little  chance  of  being  cleared  up  by  au 
investigation.     Secondly,  the  sin  incurred  by  one  brother  of  showing 
a  bold  front  to  the  Horse  Guards,  may  be  visited  upon  another  to  his 
ruin.     The  necessity  of  maintaining  strict  discipline  in  the  army,  and 
the  advatitago  sometimes  taken  of  that  necessity  to  perpetrate  acts  of 
unworthy  revenge,  render  it  very  difficult  for  an  officer,  as  long  as  lie 
remains  in  the  service,  to  obtain  redress  of  many  species  of  wrong  to 
-which  he  may  be  subjected.     If  the  reader  will  follow  me  through  a 
detail,  which  I  shall  endeavour  to  make  as  concise  as  possible  consis-  < 
tent  with  a  full  statement  of  the  facts,  he  will  then  be  able  to  judge 
whether  I  have  succeeded  in  establishing  these  points. 
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I  lanJt'd  in  the  Crimea  on  iho  ir)th  Docoinbcr,  1854,  and  two  dnyn 
after  I  was  in  camp  before  the  lieit^lits  of  Sebastopol.  Work  in  tlie 
trenches  was  at  onco  commenced  ;  and  I  had  to  attend  with  the  men 
on  tliis  arduous  duty,  every  alternate  day  or  night  for  twelve  hours. 
The  fatigue  added  to  the  defieient  fare — uiy  rations  consisting  of 
biscuits,  Turkisli  fiiis  and  rum  and  water — naturally  told  upon  my 
liealth.  It  is  true  we  had  plenty  of  pork,  but  no  means  of  cooking  it ; 
no  wood  being  supplied  at  this  time,  and  no  fuel  except  the  almost 
worthless  roots  of  shrubs  being  attainable  even  by  personal  exertion 
under  fire  of  the  enemy.  After  I  had  been  subjected  to  this  regimen 
eleven  days,  the  Adjutant  eanie  to  me,  on  the  2Sth,  and  asked  me  if 
I  could  go  to  Balaklava  to  fetch  conking  stoves,  liospital  stores  and 
Tnedioines,  most  of  the  officers  being  sick  and  the  rest  being  required 
for  duty  in  the  trenches.  Though  I  was  myself  suffering  from  the 
prevailing  complaint,  and  had  been  ordered  to  go  on  the  sick  list,  but 
three  days  before,  I  at  once  replied  that  I  would  go.  I  thought  the 
journey  would  afford  mo  an  opportunity  to  bring  up  stores  for  myself 
of  which,  in  my  enfeebled  condition,  I  was  so  much  in  need ;  and 
that  if  there  was  danger  in  the  exertion,  anything  would  be  preferable 
to  dying  by  inches  from  want  of  suitable  nourishment. 

I  started  with  a  party  of  men  next  morning,  reaching  Balaklava 
about  noon  ;  and  at  once  proceeded  to  fulfd  ray  mission,  and  to  obtain 
supplies  for  myself.  Owing  to  a  misapprehension,  the  sergeant  mis. 
took  the  wharf  at  which  he  was  to  rejoin  me  and  went  to  another  ; 
consequently  we  failed  to  meet  at  the  appointed  time ;  and  I  being 
pressed  with  the  urgency  of  my  complaint  found  it  necessary  to  go  on 
board  the  Magdalina,  where  I  took  a  few  glasses  of  port  wine.  Fronx 
the  deck  of  the  steamer  I  could  see  the  wharf  to  which  I  expected  the 
sergeant  to  come ;  but  as  the  party  did  not  arrive  there,  my  anxiety 
caused  me  to  go  ashore,  about  half-past  three  o'clock,  when  I  proceeded 
in  search  of  thera.  At  ten  minutes  to  four,  1  met  Captain  Conyera 
with  another  officer  in  the  street ;  when,  to  my  surprise,  he  informed 
me  that  having  fallen  in  with  my  party  he  had  sent  them  off  to  the 
camp. 

There  was  only  one  means  by  which  I  could  possibly  overtake 
them,  and  that  I  resolved  to  try.  To  come  up  with  them  by  following 
the  beaten  track,  which  made  a  detour  round  the  head  of  the  harbor, 
was  out  of  the  question  ;  but  if  I  could  go  straight  across  the  plain* 
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where  the  Turkish  burliil  ground  was  slluiitoJ,  I  should  prukibly 
save  a  mile  or  more  ;  a  great  consideration  in  my  feeble  condition.  If 
I  succeeded,  I  should  overtake  the  party  before  they  reached  the  Ka- 
da-koi  Church,  for  that  was  the  end  of  the  detour  made  by  the  beaten 
path.  Not  having  a  plan  of  the  Crimea,  I  note  this  church,  as  I  forget 
the  name  of  the  road  which  was  close  to  it,  and  which  led  up 
to  the  camp.  A  stranger  to  the  j)laco,  never  having  been  in  Balaklava 
before,  except  when  we  landed,  I  was  unae([Uaintod  with  the  nature 
of  the  ground  across  the  plain,  but  it  proved  to  be  marshy;  and 
walking  iti  the  deep  soft  mud  was  extremely  fatiguing.  Feeling  the 
need  of  support,  in  my  weak  state,  I  took  a  little  spirits  v,-'iiicli  I  had 
in  my  flask,  when  1  proceeded  on  my  journey  till  I  sank  exhausted 
and  overcome,  not  very  far  from  the  pf)int  at  which  I  had  hoped  to 
be  able  to  overtake  my  party.  I  was  found  by  some  artillerymen  that 
night,  when  I  was  awoko,  and  proceeding  with  them  to  their  tent, 
only  two  or  three  hundred  yards  i'nv.u  the  jjoiiit  of  the  road  which  it 
had  been  my  object  to  attain,  I  nnuaiiieJ  with  them  illl  uioriiing. 

Tlie  Serijeant  of  Artillerv  reniarki'd  to  me,  in  the  mornin":,  that  it 
was  lucky  that  thoy  had  fallen  in  wilh  me,  or  that  I  should  have  been 
taken  by  the  French  and  English  cavalry,  who  were  out  on  a  rccon- 
noisance.  I  gave  h'uu  my  name  and  rank,  and  those  of  n)y  late  father 
with  his  regiment. 

I  felt  keenly  the  dllTiculty  of  my  posit iiui ;  my  commission  being  at 
stake.  It  occured  to  me  that  it  would  be  best  for  mc  to  join  the 
cavalry,  who  were  between  the  tent  at  which  I  was  and  the  Russians, 
and  exphiin  liow  I  had  missed  my  party  on  the  previous  day.  In 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  rapidly  formed,  I  did  join  the  French  reserve 
cavalry,  about  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  A  skirmish  was,  at  the  time,  going 
on  between  the  advance  of  the  French  and  English  cavalry  and  the 
Russians.  I  there  met  an  English  ofllicer  of  the  staff,  whose  name  I 
never  learned,  as  he  was  on  the  point  of  starting  to  join  the  advance. 
He  asked  me  what  had  brought  mo  there.  I  explained  how  I  had 
missed  my  way  on  the  previous  night ;  adding  that  if  he  would  give 
me  a  horse  I  would  accompany  him.  He  replied  that  I  must  remain 
with  the  French ;  at  the  same  time  making  some  remarks  to  the 
Captain  of  the  French  cavalry  which  I  could  not  hear.  I  re- 
mained accordingly,  and  at  three  o'clock  r.  M.  the  advance  party 
rctutned  ft'om  tlie  reconnoisanco ;  when  T  mot  Captain  (now  Colonel) 
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liayncfi,  an  okl  acciuuiiitiinco,  to  whom  I  rxplaitiod  tho  roason  of  my 
prosonce  there.  IIo  very  kindly  offered  mo  tlie  slielter  of  his  tent  for 
the  night;  and  I  f,'hidly  accepted  the  offer.  Had  every  one  with 
Avhom  I  had  to  deal  been  actuated  by  the  same  manly  and  honourable 
feelings  that  lie  was,  this  incident  would  have  led  to  no  further  result. 
I  reached  the  camp  next  day,  the  31st  December,  when  I  was 
immediately  placed  under  arrest,  and  ordered  to  explain  the  cause  of 
the  delay  in  my  return.  I  replied  in  the  terms  1  had  before  used  in 
explaining  to  Capt.  IJayncs  and  the  officer  of  the  staff  whom  I  met 
when  I  was  with  the  French  cavalry,  ^ilajor  (now  Col.)  Egcrton 
took  the  matter  up  warmly,  professing  to  desire  to  serve  me,  and  at 
the  same  time  strongly  pressing  mo  to  say  where  I  had  spent  the  night 
of  the  29th ;  but  as  I  was  to  be  tried  by  a  Court  Martial,  I  refused 
to  say  more  than  that  I  spent  it  on  the  ground,  and  that  I  was  not 
•called  upon  to  condemn  myself.  This  was  strictly  true;  for  when 
the  artilleryman  found  me  I  was  fast  asleep,  and  I  spent  the  rest  of 
the  night  in  his  tent.  The  truth  is  I  had  mii-c;ilculated  my  strength, 
nnd  did  not  desire  to  give  any  one  an  op]>ortunity  of  bringing  up 
the  artilleryman  as  a  witness.  I  was  kept  under  arrest,  and  though  t 
was  entitled  by  the  rules  of  the  service  to  have  delivered  to  me,  two 
days  before  the  trial  a  copy  of  the  charges  on  wliich  I  was  to  be  tried, 
I  was  never  permitted  to  know  what  they  were  till  they  were  read,  at 
the  Court  Martial,  by  the  President,  at  Lord  Raglan's  head-quarters. 
The  omission  was  equally  unfair  and  irregular.  (Note  a.) 


Note  A. — It  is  usual  generally  in  the  British  Army  to  have  a 
*Court  of  Inquiry,  to  see  if  there  is  any  occasion  to  resort  to  the 
extreme  measure  of  a  Court  JIartial,  but  I  was  not  allowed  such  fair 
play ;  although  I  may  remark,  that  if  justice  was  <h)nc  at  the  time, 
others  besides  myself  ought  to  have  been  tried.  No  feeling  of  ill 
nature  prompts  this  remark ;  for  the  intense^  suffering  and  toi-rible 
hard  work  all  had  to  endure  at  that  time,  rendered  my  offence  but  too 
prevalent.  Two  courses  were  open  to  me  on  the  morning  of  the  30th 
December,  1854.  One  was  to  join  my  regiment  immediately,  confess 
my  sin,  and  ask  mercy :  this  my  nature  would  not  brook,  particularly 
as  I  felt  under  the  circumstances  of  the  French  and  English  cavalry 
being  out,  I  had  a  splendid  opportunity  of  fighting  it  out,  without 
material  injury  to  myself,  and  at  the  same  tinje  stiving  myself  from 
the  most  humbling  alternative  to  my  mind  of  asking  tlie  support  of 
my  enemies,  which  I  felt  that  from  circumstances  Avhich  had  occurred 
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The  charges  wore  inebriety  and  a  breach  of  duty.  The  tirst  charge 
not  being  true  at  the  time  T  met  the  two  officers  in  the  streets  of 
Balaklava,  and  the  artilleryman  by  whom  I  was  found  not  being 
present,  I  was  acquitted.  Ptill  the  fact  of  delayed  absence  was  con- 
structively a  breach  of  duty;  but  the  court  found  that  iL  occurred 
under  extenuating  circumstances,  and  Lord  Ilalgan  expressed  the 
opinion,  which  was  urKjuestionably  correct,  "  that  Lieutenant  Mercer 
"  would  not  have  been  guilty  of  this  itc^lect  of  duty,  if  he  had  been 
"  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  usual  health.  "  (Note  h.) 


at  (libraltar,  ;iud  whieh  were  laid  before  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
but  four  mtiiitlis  Inlnre,  onv  of  the  Fitild  Ollicersof  the  SOth  Regiment 
was  hostile  to  me,  if  not  the  other;  and  of  course  the  Colonel  of  the 
llegiment,  whatever  his  feelings  towards  me  may  have  been  from  his 
official  ])o,sition,  T  could  expect  nothing  from  him  but  to  allow  the- 
law  to  take  its  course,  in  the  position  in  which  I  had  been  placed  from, 
a  feeling  of  never  say  die  and  exhausted  nature. 

NoTK  n. — 1  would  here  remark  that  .Major  (now  Colonel)  Egerton, 
1hI(!  S'Jtli  Regiment,  just  before  I  (Uitered  the  Court  iMtirtial  room  on 
the  I2tli  oi'  .I;inii;iry,  18;');"),  eamo  u[)  and  in  a  whisper  to  me  said, 
"  Did  youme.it  .-iny  ailillorymen  on  the  29th  of  December?"  I  replied 
perfectly  coolly,"  Ves,  and  marines  too."  From  the  way  I  answered 
my  friend  Major  Egerton,  it  struck  r.ie  at  the  time  that  he  was  rather 
disconcerted  lor  a  IVieiid,  and  I  was  determined  from  that  moment  to 
defend  myself  as  v.ell  ;is  1  could  upon  the  charges  I  was  then  about  to 
meet,  and  in  my  defence  I  would  give  any  one  an  opportunity  of 
testing  the  reason  why  aiul  wherefore  I  joined  the  French  Reserve 
Cavalry  on  the  morning  of  the  IJOth  of  December,  1854;  but  as  no 
one  did  so,  I  did  not  trouble  myself  further  on  the  subject.  And  the 
reason  I  thus  acted  is,  that  no  soldier  likes  placing  himself  in  a 
doubtful  position ;  and  as  I  have  explained,  it  must  have  been 
quite  evident  to  any  military  man  that  I  had  no  business  with  the 
French  Cavalry  except  to  cover  something.  Had  the  Court  Martial 
mooted  the  point  in  this  way,  "  But  how,  Lieut.  Mercer,  was  it  that 
you  joined  the  Cavalry  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  30th  of  December,  when 
they  were  almost  in  an  opposite  position  to  your  camp?"  I  should 
have  replied,  "Well,  gentlemen,  I  was  not  drunk  in  my  estimation 
on  the  29th  December,  when  I  met  the  two  officers  and  two  men, 
who  swore  to  my  being  so  at  or  about  a  quarter  to  four  o'clock  p.  m.^ 
but  I  candidly  confess,  that  what  I  took  from  my  flask  afterwards  did 
upset  mc."  And  I  was  not  at  all  sure  that  the  artillerymen  who 
awoke  me  from  my  slumbers  could  honestly  swear  to  my  sobriety ; 
and  I  thought  it  better  therefore  to  join  the  Frcncli  Reserve  Cavalry 
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ami  ftnlc  v.hnt  w«5  jiorfcctly  true,  that  (he  niglit  before  1  had  niiBSod 
the  way,  lor  1  f;ot  into  ft  marsh  whun  I  thouirht  it  was  dry  <j;round ; 
and  1  was  in  hojitss,  which  indeed  was  a  fact  as  far  an  the  members  of 
the  Court  Martial  a\id  Jiord  llaj;lan  were  concerned,  timt  the  very 
circumstance  of  joining  the  French  when  I  could  as  easily  have 
joined  the  Russians  had  I  fell  so  disposed,  would  have  been  clear 
cnou<rh  even  to  my  enemies ;  but  I  now  feel  quite  certain  that  Major 
(now  Colonel)  Ej^'erton,  who  jjavc  me  the  liighest  character  at  the 
Court  Martial,  had  seen  the  artillerymen  who  had  picked  me  up  and 
with  whom  1  stopped  the  night  of  the  29th  December,  as  he  had  also 
procured  the  evidence  of  two  officers  and  two  n»en  against  me,  and 
who  all  swore  to  my  being  drunk  at  or  about  a  (ptarter  to  four  o'clock 
on  the  29th  December.  (I  regret  here  to  ))e  obliged  to  say,  that  I 
now  strongly  suspect  Colonel  Egerton  was  playing  a  deep  and  double 
game).  So  that  if  I  had  been  acting  a  part  the  night  of  the  29th 
of  December,  as  implied  in  the  only  answer  I  got  to  the  1st  Edition 
of  my  pamphlet,  inserted  in  some  paper  in  England,  and  cut  out  and 
sent  to  me,  and  in  which  they  admit  the  truth  of  all  1  have  stated.  I 
quote  it  as  it  appeared,  or  rather  tlu^  pith  of  it  : — '*  As  remarkable  a 
"  pamphlet  as  ever  issued  from  the  press  has  been  published  in 
"  Toronto,  by  a  late  olfieer  ol'  the  89th  Regiment,  the  subject  of 
"  which  is  extremely  painful,"  &c.  A:e. ;  and  concludes—"  Our  most 
"charitable  supposition  with  regard  to  its  writer  is,  that  when  he 
"  wrote  it  he  was  overcome  in  the  same  manner  as  In;  was  when  he 
"  was  found  lying  on  the  ground  by  two  artillerymen.'"  My  answer 
to  this  most  malicious  assertion,  which  any  intelligent  reader  will  see 
at  once,  is  that  if  there  were  any  grounds  for  such  a  Satanic  insinuation 
and  which  military  men  will  see  at  a  glance  why  they,  T  must  now 
speak  of  them  as  the  authorities,  could  easily  have  related  it  at  the 
time  ;  but  it  is  only  in  keeping  with  their  whole  conduct,  after  robbing 
me  of  my  hard  earnings,  and  murdering  my  poor  brother  they,  the 
authorities,  wish  to  excuse  themselves  for  acting  in  the  base  and 
cowardly  way  they  have  done,  and  therefore  insinuate  what  they  well 
know  was  a  lie.  I  submit  that  it  was  quite  impossible  for  me,  in  the 
painful  position  I  found  myself  on  the  30th  December,  1854,  and 
"which  I  have  explained  in  this  pamphlet,  to  do  more  than  court 
inquiry  respecting  my  position,  which  I  did  at  tlie  Court  Martial, 
and  in  dealing  with  the  Horse  Guards ;  for  if  I  had  defended  the 
position  I  took  up  the  30th  December,  1S54:,  I  must  have  sacrificed 
my  commission.  I  never  supposed  that  my  honour  was  doubted  till  I 
left  the  army,  I  thcrcibre  took  no  trouble  to  defend  it ;  but  when  1 
felt  from  circumstances,  as  explained  in  the  pamphlet,  that  I  had  been 
secretly  maligned,  I  adopted  the  only  course  open  to  me,  and  in  doing 
BO  I  was  in  liopcs  I  should  have  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  my 
foes  face  to  face.  I  am  now  quite  sure  that  my  honour  was  doubtcU 
by  fsoinc  one.  as  explained  in  Note  D. 
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He  whom  it  most  nearly  concerns  is  often  among  the  last  to  hear  of 
a  rumor  to  his  disadvantage  ;  and  a  considerable  time  elapsed  before 
it  reached  my  ears  that  some  one,  who  had  not  the  manliness  and  the 
honesty  to  accuse  mo  before  a  Court  Martial,  founded  on  the  above 
circumstances  the  pretence  that,  on  the  morning  on  which  I  joined  the 
French  Cavalry,  I  desired  to  f^o  over  to  the  Russians  ;  a  calumny 
which,  I  have  abundant  reasons  for  believing,  has  proved  disastrous  to 
me  and  fatal  to  u  near  and  dear  relative.  I  never  could  obtain  the 
justice  of  an  investigation  ;  and  I  cm  now  only  appeal  to  the  circum- 
stances to  parry  this  dastardly  stab,  made  in  tlie  dark  by  an  unknown 
hand,  at  my  honour,  8ooi«  after  the  Court  Martial,  I  was  made  a 
Bupemumcraiy  Captain,  and  could  have  returned  to  the  depot  in  Eng- 
land ;  but  I  volunteered  to  remain.  Captain  Philipps  returned  instead 
of  me.  If,  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  December  previous  I  had 
desired  to  join  the  Russians  to  avoid  danger,  is  it  likely  that  I  should 
have  allow(!d  this  opportunity  which  another  might  have  eagerly  eni" 
braced,  to  have  passed  ? 

It  must  have  been  quite  evident  to  every  millitary  man,  that  I  had 
no  business  with  the  rescn-vc  French  cavalary ;  and  that  I  could  only 
liave  gone  there  to  cover  up  something  which  required  to  be  concealed. 
But  I  felt  that  I  was  being  tried  by  a  body  of  honourable  men;  and 
while  I  naturally  made  every  effort  to  obtain  an  ac(|uittal  on  the  charges 
brought  against  me,  I  made  a  point  of  indicating  that  I  had  no  fear  of 
being  arrainged  on  any  other,  by  using  in  my  defence,  the  words : — 
"  The  next  morning  [December  30],  I  saw  troops  not  far  from  me, 
which  I  joined.  They  proved  to  bo  French  and  English  Cavalry." 
I  said  this  to  show  that  I  had  no  fear  of  facing  a  charge  of  desiring  to 
go  over  to  the  Russians,  and  to  give  the  Court  Martial  an  opportunity 
of  raising  that  point  ii'  they  desired.  The  value  of  a  thing  depends 
upon  the  estimate  one  puts  upon  it;  and  as  I  would  rather  have  lost 
my  life  than  my  commission,  or  had  my  honour  doubted,  I  used  every 
nieans  open  to  me  to  secure  an  acquittal ;  but  while  I  did  this,  I  went 
out  of  the  way  to  make  it  known  that  I  was  not  afraid  of  being  tried 
on  a  charge  similar  to  that  which  scandal  had  insinuated  against  Lord 
Dunkellin  and  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  the  first  of  whom  had  been 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Russians,  and  the  latter  was  reported  to  have 
desired  to  ha\"e  been  taken,  at  the  battle  of  Inkermann. 

The  time  was  approaching  when   I  was  to  suffer  an  act  of  gross 
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injustice,  at  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  as  commander-in- 
chief.  This  will  require  a  few  words  of  preliminary  explanation.  On 
the  night  of  the  13th  April,  1855,  I  received  a  severe  contusion  in 
the  head,  while  on  duty  with  a  working  party  in  the  trenches.  From 
this  injury  I  sustained  a  complete  loss  of  health.  After  my  return 
from  the  Crimea,  in  July,  1855,  I  obtained  leave  of  absence,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  amounting  perhaps  altogether  to  eighteen  months,  when 
the  Horse  Guards  informed  me  that  my  leave  could  not  be  further 
extended,  and  that  I  must  either  retire  on  temporary  half  pay  or  sell 
my  commission.  In  the  mean  time — June,  1856 — I  had  been  gazetted 
Brevet  Major,  by  Lord  Harding,  with  a  number  of  other  officers,  for 
distinguished  service  in  the  field,  while  in  the  Crimea.  After  re- 
ceiving the  above  notification,  in  November,  1856,  I  applied  to  the 
Horse  Guards  to  have  my  rank  as  Brevet  Major  substantiated.  I  was 
informed  in  reply,  substantially  by  General  York,  that  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge  did  not  consider  my  case  one  deserving  favorable  conside- 
ration, I  have  mislaid  the  letter;  but  I  am  confident  that  I  do  not 
mistake  its  import.  Displeased  with  tliis  reply  I,  with  impolitic 
precipitation  perhaps,  sent  in  my  papers  with  a  view  to  selling  my 
commission. 

On  the  9th  December,  1856,  before  the  sale  of  my  commission  was 
efiected,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Horse  Guards  saying  that  I  was 
desired  to  tell  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  personally  whether  I  wished  to 
leave  the  army.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  object  of  this  notifica- 
tion, as  it  was  well  known  at  the  Horse  Guards  that  a  medical  board 
which  had  sat  on  me — the  third  or  fourth  that  had  done  so — had 
reported  that  I  was  scarcely  able  to  speak.  It  could  therefore  hav^ 
been  no  secret  that  I  was  wholly  unable  to  hold  any  such  personal  inter- 
view. 

I  sold  my  commission  and  retired  from  the  army,  in  January,  1857. 
In  the  spring  of  that  year,  accident  took  me  to  Bath,  and  I  now  heard 
for  the  first  time  a  faint  whisper,  that  a  doubt  had,  by  some  concealed 
foe,  been  cast  upon  my  honour,  while  I  was  in  the  Crimea.  I  met  the 
late  Col.  Philipps  of  the  89th  regiment,  and  he,  in  a  half  joking  half 
serious  way,  said  that  there  was  an  impression  that  when  I  joined  the 
French  Reserve  Cavalry,  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  December,  1854, 
I  had  intended  to  go  over  to  the  Russians  ;  and  that  if  the  facts  had 
been  known  he  thought  that  I  should  not  have  been  tried.    I  scarcely 
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knew  how  to  take  his  statement,  at  the  time ;  for  if  such  a  suspicion 
had  existed,  I  ought  to  have  had  in  a  Court  Martial,  the  means  of 
proving  my  innocence,  or  failing  this  to  have  sufiFored  the  consequence. 
But  any  doubt  I  had  as  to  the  seriousness  of  the  charge  was  by 
degrees,  and  in  various  ways,  removed.  Among  other  things,  I 
received  a  letter  from  Major  (now  Colonel)  Egerton,  late  of  the  89tli 
regiment,  in  whic'o  inste^.d  of  saying,  as  he  had  been  required,  what 
was  thought  of  the  affair,  he  said  that  as  I  had  been  honourably 
acquitted  by  the  Court  Martial,  I  ought  to  think  no  more  about  it. 
But  surely  when  I  heard  that  people  were  discussing  the  doubt  that 
had,  by  whom  I  was  not  perniittod  to  know,  been  thrown  upon  my 
honour  as  a  British  soldier,  I  was  bound  to  give  the  circumstance  the 
first  consideration  in  my  thoughts.  The  next  incident  that  tended  to 
give  the  charge  a  charaeter  of  seriousness  in  my  mind  was  this:  the 
wife  of  my  elder  brot'.ior,  a  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  Nightingale, 
Baronet,  who  had  resided  lor  some  time  at  Tenby,  in  Wales,  told  her 
husband,  that  an  officer  of  the  S9th  llegimcnt  had  informed  her  that 
I  had  acted  the  part  of  a  coward  in  the  Crimea.  That  officer,  I  con- 
jectured, was  Colonel  Pliilipps  ;  bt^cause  his  family  had  also  resided  at 
Tenby ;  and  it  seemed  probable  that  what  he  had  stated  to  me  in  a 
sort  of  banter,  he  might  have  said  to  others  in  seriousness.  Still  this 
was  a  mere  conjecture ;  and  I  was  not  authorized  to  conclude  posi- 
tively that  it  was  he  who  had  circulated  the  story.  However  this 
may  be,  my  brother,  in  his  communications  with  the  Horse  Guards, 
with  no  ill  intention  towards  me,  informed  them  what  his  wife  had 
stated  about  my  conduct  in  the  Crimea ;  but  the  opportunity  thus 
given  them  for  investigating  the  matter  was  most  unfairly  not  availed 
of  by  them. 

I  had  and  still  have  no  doubt  that,  if  Lord  Harding  had  lived,  my 
rank  would  have  been  substantiated,  and  I  was  determined  if  possible 
to  find  out  the  real  cause  why  his  successor  had  refused  to  do  me  that 
justice.  Accordingly,  in  June,  1858,  I  waited  on  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  with  a  view  of  learning  from  himself  the  reasons  he  had  to 
give.  When  I  was  recounting  that  it  was  true  I  had  been  absent  two 
nights  from  my  regiment  in  the  Crimea,  and  had  been  tried  by  a 
Court  Martial,  but  that  this  could  not  affect  my  right  to  a  rank  sub- 
sequently conferred  for  distinguished  services  in  the  field,  the  duke, 
with  flushed  countenance  and  great  embarrassment,  replied,  in  a  half 


■ 


I 


12 


imploring  tone,  "I  beg,  Sir,  that  you  will  not  come  to  me."  I, 
therefore,  bowed,  and  immediately  retired.  Determined  to  leave  no 
means  untried,  I  proceeded,  at  once  to  General  Sir  C.  York,  the 
Duke's  Secretary,  and  told  him  of  the  visit  just  made,  and  I  desired 
to  know  from  him  why  my  rank  had  not  been  substantiated.  He 
replied,  with  a  laugh  that  seemed  to  me  to  betray  his  knowledge  of 
the  reception  I  must  have  met :  "  Well,  and  what  did  the  Duke  say 
to  you  ?"  I  said  His  Royal  Highness  appeared  as  if  he  did  not  wish 
to  see  me,  "Well,  sir,"  rejoined  General  York,  "you  know  you 
were  tried  by  Court  martial,  in  the  Crimea."  "  The  sum  and  sub- 
stance of  the  afiair  of  Court  Martial  was,"  I  said,  "  that  I  over 
estimated  my  strength."  "Oh  yes,"  said  General  York,  "you 
shuffled  through  it."  These  words  released  me  from  the  necessity  of 
being  very  choice  in  the  coin  which  I  gave  in  exchange,  and  I  at 
once  said:  "I  believe,  sir,  you  swindled  me  out  of  my  commission." 
General  York  then  walked  hastily  towards  the  door,  where  T  was, 
much  excited,  and  asked  me  how  I  dared  to  address  a  general  officer 
in  such  terms.  His  motion  and  voice  conveyed  the  idea  that  he 
intended  to  strike  me.  I,  looking  him  directly  in  the  face  and  snap- 
ping my  fingers,  replied,  '•  I  do  not  care  that  for  a  general  officer." 
In  an  instant  General  York's  menacing  tone  was  exchanged  for  one  of 
great  blandness  ;  and  he  said  that  the  precipitate  manner  in  which  I 
had  sent  in  my  papers  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Hor-se  Guards  to 
do  anything  for  me  ;  and  he  asked  me  what  I  myself  conceived  could 
be  done.  I  replied  that  it  was  in  their  power  to  give  me  a  barrack 
mastership;  and  that  all  that  was  wanting  was  that  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge  should  recommend  me  for  one.  "  You  cannot,"  he 
said,  "  expect  that  he  should  do  that;"  to  which  I  replied  that  I  did 
expect  he  would  do  me  justice. 

1  believed  that  I  had,  in  the  rumor  that  I  desired  to  go  over  to  the 
Russians  when  I  joined  the  French  reserve  cavalry,  got  at  the  secret 
of  the  treatment  which  I  had  received  at  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge  ;  that  he  had  listened  to  a  slander  which  had  been  invented 
to  my  disadvantage,  and  instead  of  having  it  investigated,  had  acted 
as  if  it  wear  true.  Still  I  did  not  wish  to  assume  this  to  be  the  case, 
without  some  other  proof  than  that  derived  from  inferences  which  were 
fairly  enough  deducible  from  the  treatment  I  had  received,  interpreted 
in  the  light  of  these  rumors.     As  no  hint  of  the  kind  had  come  to  me 
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from  the  Horse  Guards,  I  did  not  think  it  would  be  the  wisest  course 
for  me  to  persue  to  state  to  them,  over  my  own  signature,  the  rumors 
that  had  reached  me ;  because  after  all  it  was  just  possible  that  what 
Colonel  Phillips  had  said  to  me  was  only  so  much  "  chaff,"  and  that 
the   statement  of  my  brother's  wife  might  have  had  a  like  origin. 
If  I  could,  without  seeming  to  fall  under  the  censure  of  the  French 
maxim  Que  s' excuse  s  accuse,  bring  the  matter  so  under  the  cognizance 
of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  notice  it,  my 
object  would  be  served.      I  therefore  had  recourse  to  an  expedient 
which,  under  most  circumstances,  would  have  been  improper.    I  pro- 
cured a  lady  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Duke  to  the  matter  by  means 
of  an  anonymous  letter :  but  it  contained  nothing  to  which  I  would 
not  have  willingly  put  my  name  ;  and  to  which  I  did  intend  to  put  my 
name  if  this  expedient  failed,  and  to  which  I  did  afterwards  in  a  letter 
to  the  Duke  append  my  own  proper  signature.     This  much  I  say  by 
way   of  explaining  an  expedient  which,  under  many  circumstances, 
would  be  highly  improper ;  but  which,  as  I  was  myself  the  one  chiefly 
accused,  was  not,  in  this  case,  I  submit,  a  procedure  deserving  of  cen. 
sure     The  purport  of  the  letter  was  that  a  young  officer  in  the  Crimea 
had  had  his  reputation  stabbed  in  the  dark  :    the  scandal  was  that  he 
was  supposed  to  have  desired  to  go  over  to  the  Russians.     Now  His 
Royal  Highness  would  know  whether  such  a  case  had  come  before  him  ; 
and  if  so  he  ought  not  jump  at  a  hostile  conclusion  without  enquiry,  as 
the  writer  could  assure  him  that  his  own  honor  had  been  doubted  at 
the  battle  of  Inkermann.     This  statement  regarding  the  Duke  could  do 
him  no  injury  as  it  was  not  made  to  any  third  person,  and  it  had 
before  been  a  matter  of  scandal. 

This  letter  was  not  more  successful  than  the  statement  of  my 
brother's  had  previously  been.  No  notice  was  taken  of  the  slander 
which  had  been  circulated  to  my  disadvantage,  and  no  investigation 
was  ordered.  But  another  and  very  different  result  came  under  my 
notice.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge  received  this  letter  in  May,  1860, 
and  my  name  was  dropped  out  of  the  Army  List  for  the  next  two 
months.  To  what  cause  was  this  owing,  if  not  to  the  treating  of  this 
scandal  as  if  it  were  true :  visiting  me  with  punishment  and  neglecting 
to  enter  upon  an  enquiry  that  could  alone  have  elicited  the  truth  ? 

But  why  did  not  the  Duke  send  for  me  personally  and  ask  an  ex. 
plauation  ?      Can  it  be  that  he  felt  that  the  charge   of  an   officer 
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desirin"-  to  go  over  to  the  Russians  was  a  delicate  one  for  him  to  deal 
with  ?  Can  it  be  that  he  fancied  the  public,  if  they  should  come  to 
know  it,  might  say  it  il'  became  him  to  seem  to  volunteer  to  throw 
stones  at  any  one,  in  any  way  under  such  a  suspicion  ? 

Crooked  are  many  of  the  ways  of  military  life;  and  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  fathom  the  motives  which  lead  a  superior  officer  to  acts  that 
wear  the  outward  appearance  of  caprice.     A  little  before  the  time  to 
which  I  am  now  referring — sometime  in  the  spring  of  1860 — the  Duke 
of  Cambridge  went  to  Shorncliff,  where  he  complimented  my  brother' 
Captain  Henry  Mercer,  of  the  lloyal  Artillery,  in  the  most  flattering 
terms,   on   the    excellence   of  his   battery ;     and    Adjutant-General 
Bingham  added  that,  in  consequence  of  this  state  of  efficiency,  it  was 
to  remain  at  that  place.     But,  in  spite  of  this  assurance,  and  without 
any  plea  of  urgency  to  cause  a  change  of  determination,  my  brother 
was  suddenly  ordered  to  AYoolwich,  about  the  time  that  my  name  was 
struck  from  the  Army  List.     Were  the  sins  of  my  temerity  in  dealing 
with  the  Horse  Guards  to  be  visited  upon  him  ?     The  answer  to  this 
question,  if  the  inferences  I  draw  from  the  facts  be  correct,  is  one  of 
the  most  melancholy  stories  in  the  history  of  the  British  arniy ;  audit 
shows  a  degree  of  culpability  in  high  places  which  a  high  spirited, 
justice-loving  people,  like  the  English,  are  not  likely  long  to  tolerate 
after  it  has  once  been  exposed.     It  is  not  pretended  that  there  was  any 
hardship  in  this  change,  considered  in  itself;  but  there  was  something 
strange  in  the  sudden  departure,  without  any  adequate  cause,  from  an 
assurance  which  had  been  just  given.     Under  the  circumstances,  it 
was  but  natural  that  my  brother  should  ask  the  reason  of  the  change  ; 
but  so  little  courteous  was  the  reply  that  it  simply  stated  in  a  per- 
emptory tone,  that,  as  he  had  entered  the  army  to  obey  orders,  he 
must  not  expect  his  question  answered.     If  a  sudden  necessity  for 
sending  men  on  some  distant  foreign  or  colonial  duty  had  arisen,  no 
officer  would  have  thought  of  enquiring  why  he  was  sent ;  but  my 
brother  did  not  get  orders  to  leave  Woolwich  till  October,  six  months 
after  his  removal  from  Shorncliff ;  and  he  did  not  embark  for  New 
Zealand  till  November. 

Conceiving  that  this  change  indicated  a  determination  on  the  part 
of  the  Horse  Guards  to  give  my  brother  annoyance  on  my  account,  I 
thought  it  best  for  his  sake,  not  to  push  my  own  matter  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  appealing  to  the  public. 
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Before  reaching  New  Zealand,  a  mutiny,  real  or  simulated,  broke 
out  in  my  brother's  battery ;  in  the  course  of  which  some  of  the  men 
threatened  to  throw  him  overboard.     This  occurred  at  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  29th  December,  1860.     My  brother  put  it  down 
in  a  manner  which,  on  his  arrival  in  New  Zealand,   elicited  great 
praise  from  General  Cameron,  on  the  energy  and  decision  shown  in 
what  lie  was  pleased  to  call  a  critical  moment     I  have  always  had  my 
doubts  as  to  the  genuineness  of  this  mutiny  ;  but  if  this  circumstance 
stood  alone  I  confess  there  would  be  no  sufficient  grounds  for  them  to 
rest  upon.     But  if,  as  I  have  given  one  incident  to  show,  it  was  in- 
tended   to   connect  his   fortunes  with  mine — to  put  to  all  sorts  of 
irregular  tests  the  couragu  of  one  brother  because  an  accusation  had 
been  whispered  against  another  brother  that  he  had  desired  to  go  over 
to  the  llussians,  in  the  Crimea — grounds  for  this  suspicion  will  not  be 
found  wanting.     And  when  I  shall  prove   tlut  my  brother  was  put  to 
a  still  more  irregular  t(!st,  by  which  I  liokl  that  his  life  was  wantonly 
sacrificed,  tlie  probability  of  the   supposition  that  the  mutiny  was 
planned  by  souie  one  in  authority  for  the  purpose  I  have  mentioned, 
becomes  .stronger  ;  and  if  it  docs  not  rise  to  the  height  of  absolute  cer- 
tainty, this  may  be  on  account  of  the  diilicult  character  of  the  evidence 
with  which  I  have  to  deal. 

My  brother,  Capt:iin  Henry  iMcrccr,  was  engaged  in  the  war  in 
New  Zealand,  and  was  mentioned  with  enconiums  in  General  Cameron's 
dispatches  for  the  part  he  had  taken,  in  1861.  And  now  occurred  a 
deviation  from  established  practice  to  his  disadvantage.  Ilis  pro^^ 
motion  to  the  rank  of  Brevet  Major  should  have  followed.  But  this 
not  being  done,  he  petitioned  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  on  the  subject, 
without  favourable  result.  Tliis  was  the  second  time  that  I  had  a 
reason  to  think  there  was  a  determination  to  inflict  some  resort  of  pun- 
ishment on  him  for  what  had  passed  between  me  and  the  Horse 
Guards,  in  18G0;  and  that  surmise  was  much  strengthened  by  what 
6ubsc(iuently  occurred. 

Having  exhausted  all  other  means  without  avail  to  cause  the  sus- 
picions against  myself  to  be  enquired  into,  and  being  convinced  that 
my  brother  was  still  being  made  to  suffer  on  my  account,  I,  on  the 
29tli  August,  1862,  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  accepting  the 
responsibility  of  the  letter  of  May,  1860,  addressed  to  him,  and  of  the 
origin  of  which  he  had  hitherto  no  better  light  than  what  was  affored 
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by  conjecture  to  guide  him,  I  told  the  Duke  frankly  I  had  heard 
his  honour  doubted  in  the  Crimea,  and  I  offered,  if  he  should  desire 
it,  to  name  my  authority.  Of  this  letter  I  received  an  acknowledge- 
ment, in  September,  18G2,  from  General  Foster,  who  had  now  become 
the  Duke's  Secretary.  All  that  it  informed  me  was  that  the  letter  had 
been  received  and  laid  before  His  Royal  Highness.  But  the  Duke 
never  troubled  me  for  my  authority  that  his  honour  had  been  thus 
doubted.     It  will  be  fair  to  take  this  neglect  as  a  measure  of  the  so- 

'licitude  which  His  Royal  Highness  felt  for  his  honour  when  it  had 
been  called*  in  question,  and  I  may  say,  without  incurring  the  charge 
of  egotism,  that  it  is  veiy  different  from  the  way  in  which  I  was 
desirous  to  have  a  like  rumor  affecting  me  treated.  There  was  an- 
other essential  difference  between  us.  Instead  of  seeking  like  His 
Royal  Highness  an  early  opportunity  of  going  home  from  the  Crimea? 
I  voluntarily  remained  eight  months  after  I  could  have  gone,  taking 
my  share  of  work  and  danger  in  the  trenches,  on  the  open  field  and  in 
the  attnck  on  the  Redan,  on  the  18th  June,  1855. 

I  must  now  return  to  uiy  late  unfortunate  brother.  Captain  Henry 
Mercer,  his  exploits  and  his  sad  fate.  "  In  consequence,"  says  Col. 
Warre  in  his  report  of  the  engagement  with  the  natives,  in  the  second 
New  Zealand  war  in  18(53,  at  Katikara,  "  of  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  Capt.  Mercer's  guns  were  served  and  the  precision  of  their  fire, 
the  infantry  were  enabled  to  gain  the  position  they  were  ordered  to 
take  with  slight  loss."     And  again  :  "  the  enemy  was  completely  sur- 

i^prised,  and  was  so  confused  by  the  admirable  manner  in  which  Capt. 
Mercer's  guns  were  served  that  the  fire  from  the  rifle  pits  was  very 
wild,  and  it  was  only  at  the  assault  when  the  enemy  was  speedily 
overpowered  by  numbers,  that  the  severe  casualties  occurred."  Gen. 
Cameron  in  a  despatch  giving  an  account  of  the  same  action  says,  "  I 
have  also  made  favourable  mention  in  my  despatch  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  of  the  services  of  Captain  Mercer,  whose  excellent 
practice  with  his  Armstrong  guns  contributed  materially  to  the 
successes  of  the  day."  No  promotion  followed  this  second  favourable 
mention. 

We  now  come  to  the  closing  scene  in  the  life  of  my  brother,  the 
gallant  Captain  Henry  Mercer,  R.A.,  at  the  Battle  of  Rangiriri.  To 
guard  against  the  possible  imputation  of  misquotation  or  misrepresen- 
tation, I  shall  allow  General  Cameron  to  tell  his  own  story.     In  his 
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desi>atch  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  dated  Camp  Rangiriii, 
November  2G,  1863,  he  says  :  — 

"  Afier  tlio  evacuation  of  their  position  at  Mere-Mere,  rcporied  in  my  last 
despatch,  the  rebel  natives  eolleeied  twelve  miles  liiglier  up  liie  Waikato  River 
Uangiriri,  where,  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  liosliliiies,  they  had  constructed  a 
very  siroiig  line  o(  enircneiinient  across  the  narrow  isthmus  wiiicli  divides  the 
Wnikiito  frciMi  I/;ike  VVaikarc,  liin9Com|il()t<ly  barring  the  road  up  the  riaht  bank 
of  the  river.  Having  reconnoitred  (his  position  in  the  I'loiioer,  on  the  IStli,  inst» 
1  detcniiined  on  liindiiig  a  fdrcc  in  the  rear  ol  the  line  o(  cntrenchnicni  for  the 
purpose  of  eniiiiiir  oliilu^  rcireat  of  the  enemy  simulianeoiisly  with  attacking  him 
in  tlie  front.  Wiii  lliis  vifw  tiic  head-quarters  40ih  Regiment,  300  strong,  imder 
Col.  Leslie,  G.  B.  were  embarked  on  thef^Olh  inst.  on  board  the  colnnial  steamers 
Pioneer  and  Avon,  which,  with  four  ,',ninboat«,  proceeded  up  liie  Wnikato,  under 
command  of  Cornmodore  Sir  \V. Wiseman,  wliiht  with  liie  loice  named  in  the  mar- 
gin* J  moved  towards  Rangiiriri,  by  the  right  bank  ol  tlie  river.  IJoih  arrived  near 
Ran;;iiiri  at  the  painc  time,  3  p.  m .  I  halted  the  troop.s  under  the  brow  of  a  hill 
GOO  yards  from  the  enemy's  pngiiion,  and  formed  ihcm  for  the  niia'-k  in  the  fol- 
lowing order.  200  men  of  the  Goth  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Wyat,  C.  13.  on  the 
right,  one  hall  in  extended  order,  and  the  rest  in  support.  Between  them,  n 
deiaclmient  ol  72  men  of  ilie  G5tli  Rrgiment,  under  Lieutenant  Toker,  wiih 
scaling  ladders  and  planks  ;  Cnpt  Brooke,  with  10  men  of  the  Royal  Kngineera, 
wns  ailaehed  to  this  part.  The  detachment  of  the  1st  battalion  12ih  Regiment, 
iinier  Captain  Cole,  and  9iid  battalion  14lh  Regiment,  under  Lieu'.  C'ol.  Auslen 
prolonged  the  line  of  skirmishers  and  supports  to  the  left  of  the  G,)(li  Regiment. 
Captain  Mercer's  two  Armstrong  guns  and  the  naval  si.x.poimder  Armstrong, 
mider  Lieutenant  Alexander,  of  Iler  Mpjrgiy'.-i  Ship  Ciiraeoa,  i'l  tlie  centre  ofilie 
line  of  skirmishers.  The  deiaehment  of  the  'lOtli  Regiment,  under  Capt.  Cooke, 
and  the  remainder  oi'  the  CJtli  Regiment,  in  reserve.  The  enemy's  works  con- 
sisied  of  a  line  ol  high  parapet  and  double  dilt^h,  extending,  as  I  iiave  before 
stated,  between  the  Wnikalo  and  L^ike  Waikare,  the  centre  of  this  lino  iicing 
strengthened  by  a  square  redoubt  of  very  formidable  construction,  its  ditch  being 
12  Icet  wide,  and  the  height  from  the  bottom  ol  the  ditch  to  the  t  ip  of  the  parapet 
18  feet.  The  strength  of  this  work  w:  s  not  knov  n  before  the  attack  as  its  profde 
could  not  be  seen  either  from  the  river  or  Irnin  the  ground  in  front.  Behind  the 
left  centre  of  this  main  line  and  at  righi  angles  to  it,  there  was  a  strong  intrenched 
line  of  rifle  pita  lacing  the  river  and  obstruciing  the  advance  of  troops  from  that 


*  (loneral  Stafl'— 4  field  officers.  1  subnUoni. .".  sersrcants  :  Royal  Artillery— 1  captain,  1 
subaltern.  1  assistant-surgo<in.2scrfreaiit.«!,  1  druinmor. -I'lrank  and  file  :  Royal Eutrincer.^ 
—Iticld  officer,  1  captain,  12  rank  and  lilo  :  1st  Jialtallion  ll!th  UoKimcnt—l  captain,  3 
subalterns,  5  sergeants,  2  drummers,  100  rank  and  tile  :  2nd  liattalion  14th  Roirimcnt— 
1  field  ollieer,  2  captains. 4  suba Items.  2 start',  8  serpoants.  ,'i  drummers,  1()4  rank  and  tilo  : 
40th  Regiment— 1  captain, .'!  subalterns,  4  sergeants,  2  drumniers,  7i'  rank  and  file  ;  (Mtb 
Regiment- 1  field  officer,  1  captain.  0. subalterns.  1  assistant-surireon  2stalT,l">  sergeants, 
()  drummers,  375  rank  and  file.  Tot.al— 7  field  officers.  7  captains.  IS  subalterns.  2 as- 
sistant-surgeuns,  4  staJT.  ■>~  .-crtrcants.  14  druinmurs,  771  rank  and  lilc. 
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direction.     About  500  yards   behind  this   front  position  was  o  high    ridge,  ihd 
BUmmit  of  which  wns  fortified  with  rifle  pits.     As  the  leftof  ilio  line  of  entrench, 
nient  could  1)8  cnfihulud  nml  tnkcn  in  reverse  by  liie   fire  (r^'m  the  steamers  and 
gunboats,  I  selected  t'-nt  put  of  tini  oiie;Tiy's   WDrks  (m-  tlu  nitiiclc.     The  skir. 
niisiiers  of  tiie  65  li  roirimoiit  were  to  cover  the  advance  of  the  ladder  pnity,  and 
when  the  latier   had  succeeded   in  e^caldinjj  iho  onircnchiTien',   were  to   follow 
with  Iho   siipp  irt.       T/ie    whole    then  hringiug  their  right  shovlttera  forward 
were  to  attack  the  line  of  riflt  pita  /firing  the  river,  and  having  diiven  the 
enemy  out  of  i',  were  t'l  .ilunn  t/ie  cf-nlie  redouht .     The   ISh   Reirlnicnt  were 
to  join  in  the  attack  on  the  ceiitie  redoubt  ;    and  ihc  second  battalion  14ih  Reci. 
ment  to  ketp  the  enemy  in  ilieir  (Vunt  in  check,  iimii  liie  C5th  and  first  l)alta!ion 
12th  llesinieiit  were  in  thu  rcdonl)!.     The    tr(i')i)3    were   hardly  in  posjiion  when 
the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  lire  of  inn-kctry  on  every  part  of  his  line,  but  without 
eff-'Pt  the  troops  being  under  oovcr  <^ttlie  brow  o/  the  hill.     I  hid  arransed  with 
Coniniodore  R;r  William  Wi-einm  that  !liei;iins  attached  to  ihe  l.irce  under  my 
coniinaiid  luid  liiose  if   the  rnnboits  f-lioiil  I    on  a  preconcerted  f?ign  il,  open  fi  e 
nt  Iho  same  moinriu    when    the    Pioneer   and  Avmt    should  also    land  the    4nth 
Regimeat.     But  tiie  sirengih  of  the  wind  ai.d  current  rcnderrd  the  sieamers  and 
gunboats    almost   iuimanaire;il>|e,   and   at    half.|ias!  3  o'clock,  when    I  gave    the 
siiinal,  only  one  of  the    gunboats  was    renlv  to  open  fire,   and  the  Meaaicrs  were 
Siillfirfom  iho    liimlMiL' p'iice.     After    tiiellinr!  the  cnem\'.-.  works  for  an  hour 
i  nJ  a  half— ihe  day  hciiig   now  fir  advuicod,    ami  there    b>in!.'  litile  prospect  of 
'le  renialnderof  ihe iriiiiiioais  .rolling    into  position,  nr  of    ihe  steamers  rcnchin? 
iho  landin^'  phice— I  gave  orders  (or  tlic  assau't.     The  whole  line  of  ykirmishers 
ind  supports  rushed    la^'cily  do^vn   t'le  slope  of    the  hill,  and  advanced  towards 
iho  enlreiichmeni  at  as  rapid  a  pace  as  ihe  rnirged  and  uneven  nature  of  ihe  in. 
icrvcning  ground  would  admit,  exposed  the  who'e  tiino  to  a  destrnciive  fire  from 
the  enemy.     The  skiimishers  of  ihc  ()5  h  Regiment  having  approached  to  wiihin 
.'jOyaids    of  the    entrenchment,    a;id    the  sealitg  ladders   havii-g  heen  quickly 
planted  under  cover  of  thei'  fire,  the  sknmisliers  nnd  the  ladder  party  followed  by 
the  support,  moun.cd  the  parapet,  and  forced  their  way  ovcrihe  enemy's  first  line, 
then  wliceliiig  to  the  left  aiuJ  cliniging  up  the  hill  they  carried  the  second  lino  o< 
rifle  pits  and  coniinn.d  to  drive  the  enemy  Ixfuie  ilicm  until  their  progress  was 
checked  hij  a  dendhj  fire  i,prr,ed  vpin,  thnnfnnn  the  eeiUrt  redunhf,  which  the 
enemy  nj^penred  d,:iermi',ed  to  del'i.d  to  the  hiH    The  remainder  of  the  troops  on 
the  left,  findina  it  impossible  to  peneiraie  (he  enemy's  position  on  that  side,  joined 
the  attack  on  the  lu'hr,   and  with  the   (iSih  Reeiment,    occupied  positions  round 
the  central  reduulit,  almost   com ple.l thj  enml«ping  the  enemy.     Soon    after  the 
65  h  hid  passed  die    mam  line  of  entrenchment,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
ihc  40:h  Regiment  landing  from  the    Piotieer  and    Avui,  not  far   from  the  spot  I 
had  selected.     Colonel  Leslie,  without   wailing   for  the  companies   to  form,  di. 
reeled  Captain  Clarke  to  take  the  firs;  50  men  who   were  landed,  and  attack  the 
ridge  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  position,  whilst  ho  moved  with  lOO  men  round  its 
base  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  enemy.     The  ridgo  was  carried  at  once, 
anda  great  number   of  the  enemy  were   killed  or  drowned  in  endeavouring  to 


19 


a  high   ridge,  tbd 

line  of  entrench. 

tlie  stonincrs  and 
it;icit.     Tlio  skir. 

ndder  pnity,  nnd 
',  were  lo  folluw 
'lovlfteia  forward 
'ivin^  diiven  the 
1   Rpiflnicnt  wcio 

lllllinii    14i|,   Rpjri. 

nnd  firs(  hiittnli.'n 
in  pnsiijoii  when 
line,  hut  wjilioiit 
id  nrrangerl  wiih 
iH  I'Tcu  under  my 
sign  il.  open  fi  o 
"    iniid  the   4nih 
the  sionmera  nnd 
vlien    I  gnve  thn 
he  ^loaniors  were 
oiks  for  an  hour 
[  iitile  prospof't  of 
nennu- rs  rcncliinar 
ne  of  ^kirmi8hers 
dvnnt'cd  lownrda 
nniure  of  the  in. 
irnciive  fire  from 
"iu'hed  Id  wihin 
■'S  been  quickly 
'nny  f.)llowcd  by 
enemy's  first  line, 
he  second  h'ne  of 
eir  prngresx  was 
r/unhf,  which  the 
r  ot  ihe  iroopson 
tlint  sile.jiiined 
posilinn&  round 
Soon    after  (he 
(action  of  seeing 
from  the  spot  I 
lies  to  form,  di. 
,  ond  nitnck  the 
0  men  round  its 
:arried  ai  once, 
(ndetivouring  to 


escape  across  the  swamp  of  Lake  Waikare.  A  portion  of  the  65ih  Regiment, 
oficr  passing  ilic  main  line  of  cnirenuhniciit,  joined  liio  40ili  in  tiiis  attack- 
Luuvnig  a  detaciinient  to  occupy  the  ridge,  Guloncl  I.e-iie,  wiiiitiio  remainder  ol 
oi  liis  regnueni,  joined  liie  force  engaged  at  liiu  cciitiai  n  do  iht.  'I'liis  woik  the 
enemy  continued  to  dudnd  wiili  yreat  lona'iiy  and  resoiiiiiiui,  I  ordeicd  two 
successive  assaults  to  he  made  on  it,  the  first  hy  liio  Royal  Artillery,  armed  wi'h 
revolvers,  and  led  by  Capi.  i\I(  rcer ;  and  the  .sieond  liy  Dt)  nitnol  the  Uoyul  Navy, 
armed  ill  a  similar  manner,  and  led  by  Coniiii;indfr  Mayne,  utider  the  personal 
direction  of  Coimiiodore  Sir  \Villiiiin  VViseiiian.  Buili  assaults  were  niude  with 
great  gadantry,  but  the  lormidable  nature  of  the  work,  ami  ilie  deadly  fire  directed 
oil  the  ussuilaiiis,  rendered  it  impossible  lor  iliciii  to  effect  an  cntriince.  An 
attempt  was  aficr.va.ils  made  by  a  jiany  ol  f-eauTii,  uiidur  C<uniiiodori!  Phil' 
limoie,  H.  I\l  S.  Ciiracoa,  to  dishidge  ilie  eneiiiy  Irom  the  work  by  h  iiid  grenades, 
hut  without  suueiss.  It  being  now  dark,  I  res  .Ived  :o  postpone  l.trilier  operations 
until  daylight,  ordering  ihe  'roops  to  ieni:iiii  during  the  iii;,'!ii  in  the  several  po- 
sitioiis  they  had  gained.  At  do.ylight  Colonel  iM.mlil,  C.  B.  Cimimaiiding  Roya] 
Engineer,  suggested  that  a  breach  should  be  made  in  ti.e  redoubt  by  labour  with 
the  pick  and  shovel,  and  this  o|'eraiioii  was  in  prugie.ss  when  at  about  six  e'clock 
the  enemy  hoisted  a  white  flay;,  mid  183  in;ii  siurciidircd  uiieniidiiioiially,  and 
laid  down  their  arms.  I  en.  lo.-e  a  list  of  our  catMialiics.  O.ir  loss  has  been 
severe,  but  not  greater  than  was  to  be  expected  in  attacking  so  formidable  a 
position.  The  proportion  of  ofiiecrs  is  !ari:e,  iiio.-t  of  il.cin  who  led  in  the  difi'erent 
attacks  having  been  killed  orscverly  wounded.  1  deeply  deplore,  in  common 
with  all  under  my  comniaiid,  the  loss  llio  service  has  sustained  in  the  death  of 
C.'ip'iin  .Mercer,  Coiiimaiuliug  !!oyal  ,\rii!:ery  in  this  colony,  who  died  from  the 
elTeets  of  the  wound  he  received  wbil-l  gdlaoily  lea. ling  his  men  lo  tlie  ass.iult  on 
the  rt'doubt.  I  regard  \\  ns  ji  sei  ions  in'slfiriiiiie  llial  iIk;  ioiee  slmird  lie  deprived 
at  siieli  a  inoment  of  the  services  (rf  so  alile  and  energetic  an  olFiL'cr." 

The  striking  feature  of  this  narr.itioii,  wliieli  reads  lilic  a  confession 
made  up  with  a  certain  deyree  of  tricky  skill  and  made  with  reluct- 
ance, is  that  General  Cameron  should  have  ordered  Oiptain  Mercer 
^yith  only  thirty-six  men  to  storm  the  centre  redoubt ;  a  task  from 
which  the  deadly  fire  of  the  enemy  had  just  made  seven  hundred 
men  recoil.  In  this  despatch  General  Cameron  conceals  the  fact  that 
the  force  he  sent  under  Captain  Mercer,  armed  with  revolvers,  num- 
bered only  thirty-six  men  ;  but  he  had  let  out  the  secret  in  a  despatch 
written  two  days  before  to  Sir  George  Grey,  Governor  of  New 
.Zealand,  in  which  he  gives  an  account  of  the  battle.  In  that  despatch 
he  also  states  more  clearly  than  in  the  one  I  have  quoted  his  know- 
ledge of  the  strenurth  of  this  redoubt,  at  the   time  when  he  ordered 

CO  ' 

Captain  Mercer  to  assault  it  with  an  utterly  inadequate  force.     He 
there  shows  that  the  enemy,  after  being  driven  from  the  rifle  pits,  had 
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taken  rut'ugo  in  tho  centre  roiliuibt,  and  Unit  it  was  at  that    point 

where  his  strength  and  resolution  had  been  concentrated.     "  After 

passing  the  main  lino  of  entrenchments,"  General  Cameron  tells  Sir 

(Tcorgc  Grey,    "  the  troops  wheeled  to  the  left  towards  tho  enemy's 

centre  and  came  under  lire  of  the  rifle  pits  facing  the  Waikato  river. 

This  they  at  once  stcnwued  and  carried,  di'ioiwj  the  eiirniij  he/ore  them 

to  the  centre  rednubf,  which  thei/  now  defvuded  with  desperate  resolir 

tion."     In  this  desp:itoh   nothing   is   said   abtmt  an   assault   being 

ordered  on  the  centre  redoubt  in  force ;  l)iifc  merely  that  the  troops 

who  carried  tho  nniin  line  l)eing  still  checked  by  the  fire  from  tho 

centre  redoubt,  two  separate  ass;iults  were  made  on  this  work — tho 

first  by  thirty-six  of  the  royal  artillery  armed  with  revolvers,  and  led 

by  Captain  Mercer;  the  second  by  ninety  seamen  of  the  royal  navy, 

armed  in  a  similar  manner,   and  led  by  Captain  Mayne,  under  tho 

personal  direction  of  Sir  Wm.  Wiseman."    If  this  had  been  the  whole 

trutli,  it  would  still  have  remained  to  bo  explained  how  it  came  to 

pass  that  thirty-six  artillerymen  were  called  on   to  perform  a  duty 

which  inunemorial  cusLom  has  imjiosed    upon    the   inlantry ;      and 

especially  when  there  was  no  want  of  that  branch  of  the  service  to 

whom  the  duty  naturally  belonged.     Hut  the  truth  is  tho   attack  by 

Captain  jMercer  on  the  centre  I'odoubt  was  not  tho  first  that  had  been 

ordered.     We  are  told  in  the  other  dcspatcli,  in  so  many  words,  that 

"  the  whole  force  "  which  was  sent  against  the  rifle  pits  and  succeeded 

in  carrying  them,  "  were  to  storm  the  centre  redoubt ;"  but  that  their 

"  progress  was  checked  by  the  deadly  fire  opened  upon  them  from  tlio 

centre  redoubt."     It  is  evident  that  the  moment  when  tho  enemy  fled 

from  the  rifle  pits,  afforded  a    better  opportunity  of  assaulting  this 

stronghold  than  there  could  be  afterwards,  when  it  was  reinforced  by 

the  fugitives  and  time  given   them  to  recover  from  the  momentary 

confusion  into  which  tho  flight  nmst  have  thrown  them.     And  if  it 

was  to  be  carried  by  storm,  it  is  plain  that  it  must  be  assaulted  in 

force.  General  Cameron  was  not  ignorant  of  its  strength,  in  point  of 

numbers ;  and  he  knew  that  when  the  enemy  was  driven  from  tlie 

rifle  pits,  he  took  refuge  there.     lie  saw  that  it  was  defended  with 

"desperate  resolution;"  and  concluded  that  it  would  be  so  defended 

to  the  last. 

Why  then  did  General  Cameron  send  to  certain  death,  without  the 
pnialle3t  chance  of  success,  Captain  Mercer  with  his  brave  band  of 
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thirty-six  artillerymen,  to  storm  this  stronghold  before  which  seven 
hundred  infantry  troops  liad  just  recoiled  ?     lie  may  rely  upon  i* 
that  ho  will  not  be  allowed  to  avoid  an   answer  to  this  ((Uestion.     By 
wliat  name  are  we  to  c:dl  this  certain  and  objectless  sacrifice  of  a  bravo 
officer?     And  suppose  that  thirty-six  men  and  tlieir  Captain  had  got 
inside,  what  would   have  been  tlieir  fate   in  the   presence  of  an  over- 
whelming force  of  the  enemy  ?     They  nuist  have  been  overpowered 
and  massacred.     But  the   truth   is  no  sacrifice  of  life    was    neces- 
sary.    Very   little   knowledge   of    military  matters    will    suffice    to 
convince  any  one  that  this  redoubt  might  have  been  taken  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  life.     The  enemy  had,    in  the  words  of  Cieneral 
Cameron's  despatch  to  Sir  (jeorgc  (irey,  been  "  almost  completely 
enveloped,"  so  that  escape  was  out  of  the  (jnestion.     He  might,  by  a 
vertical   lire  hav(^  been  shelled  out,  or  he  might  have  been   starved 
out,  in  two  or  three  days,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  British  soldier. 
Nothing  can   more  clearly   show,  than   the  whole   facts  and  circum- 
Btanccs,  that  the  s;icritice  of  my  brother,  Captain  Henry  Mercer,  was 
wanton,  for  it  had  no  object  of  possible  utility  to   the  crown  and  the 
nation.     It  is  a  soldier's  part  to  brave  danger  ;  and  he  is  not  entitled 
to  hold  liis  life  of  grciiter  importance  than  the  performance  of  his 
duty.     On  the  contrary,  duty  is  with  him  first  and  last,  something 
that  ho  is   never  to  forsake.     At  the  same  time  his  life  is  not  to  be 
recklessly  hazarded  upon  imitile  expedients,  and  if  out  of  caprice  he 
is  ;,ent   to  certain  death,  without  any  ailequate  object  in    the  enter- 
prise,   there   is  only  one  word   in   the    English  language    that  fully 
describes  the  sacrifice.  (Note  c.) 


Note  C. — Under  the  above  circumstances  I  thought  it  but  right 
to  address  General  8ir  C.  Cameron  ;  and  I  wrote  him  two  letters, 
requesting  him  to  be  good  enough  to  explain  the  reason  my  brother 
was  ordered  by  him  to  do  an  imjios.-^ibility,  which  by  his  own  account 
of  the  battle  seemed  a  perfectly  hopeless  affair.  I  was  in  great  hopes 
that  his  explanation  would  give  mo  peace  of  mind,  and  make  it  clear 
to  myself  that  in  my  paroxysms  of  grief  for  my  poor  brotlier  I  had 
allowed  my  aflection  for  him  to  get  the  better  of  my  judgment.  I 
waited  one  year  for  an  answer.  As  I  could  not  get  the  General  to  act 
in  any  way  whatever,  either  by  explanation  or  the  more  fearless  and 
independent  one  of  making  himself  responsible  for  his  foul  order  which 
sacrificed  my  brother,  I  placed  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  a  friend,  who 
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After  Captain  IIcr;ry  Mercer  had  fallen,  struck  by  a  ball  in  the 
jaw,  he  was  allowed  to  reinaiii,  in  n  dyinp;  condition,  close  by  the 
redoubt,  for  hours,  till  a  troiieh  had  been  run  up  to  the  point  where 
ho  was.  It  seems  to  me  that  u  brave  general  who  had  sent  a  brother 
officer  on  such  an  errand  as  this,  should  at  least  have  had  the  huma- 
nity and  the  couraj^o  to  place  himself  at  the  head  of  his  troops, 
numbering  over  a  tlhuisind  men,  to  rescue  him.  Ho  fell  close  at  the 
entrance  of  the  redoubt,  where  he  was  cvposod  to  the  fire  of  friends 
and  foes ;  and  it  wis  owing  solely  to  the  humanity  of  a  generous 
native  chief,  Teoriori — who,  vd  Jic  risk  of  his  own  life  placed  him  out 
of  the  fire  of  either  pirty — thit  he  was  removed  from  the  spot  where 
he  had  fallen.  In  the  P.irliament  iry  pipors  relative  to  the  affairs  of 
New  Zealand,  18G4,  I  find  "  llccollcetions  of  a  conversation  with 
Tcoriori,  a  New  Zealand  Chief,  on  board  the  prison  ship  Marion," 
signed  "E.  W.  Buckley:"— 

"  Diiriiia  the  iiti.ick  u|i'in  Rmiyiriii,"  TiMirimi  snvs :  "I  sawn  wuiindeJ 
Boldicr ;  lie  hid  iil)li^>ii3  ['hmI'I]  on  cih.-Ii  side  <>f  W\s  cont ;  lie  \va^<  lying  in  n 
posiiion  wlKMC  ii»  was  lialilc  to  lie   sirnck  Uy   ilio  Itnllois  <d    boili  his  fVicnds  iind 


gave  him  the  choice  of  explaining  matters,  or  of  any  place  in  Europe  or 
America  to  settle  our  ditfercnccs  ;  but  the  g  dlant  (ieneral,  as  at  Uangi- 
riri,  thought  that  discretion  was  the  better  part  of  valour,  and  remained 
silent  I  therefore  thought  it  high  time  to  compliment  him  on  his  discre- 
tion, which  I  did  in  good  English  ;  and  finished  by  infonning  him,  that 
if  my  poor  brother  could  only  have  seen  through  his  hypocrisy,  he  was 
just  the  man  to  hive  disgraced  him  there  and  then,  which  would  have 
been  a  very  simple  affair,  by  telling  him  before  witnesses  to  follow 
him,  which  he  was  afraid  to  do  ;  altliough  he  did  not  hesitate  to  order 
my  poor  brother  to  accomplish  with  thirty  six  men,  armed  with  pistols 
and  short  swords,  what  upwards  of  seven  hundred  men,  armed  in  the 
proper  way  with  the  advantage  of  the  bayonet,  had  twice  been  forced 
to  recoil  from.  There  is  no  braver  race  in  the  world  than  the  British 
infantry  soldier,  but  most  of  them  are  quite  capable  of  judging 
character :  they  will  follow  to  the  death  such  men  as  Lord  Gough,  the 
late  Sir  John  Campbell  (who  fell  before  the  lledan  at  Sebastopol,  18th 
June,  1855),  or  the  late  Sir  Henry  Havolock,  Bart. ;  but  they  do  not 
fancy  such  an  order  as — -^Go  on,  my  lads.  I  will  not  be  far  behind 
you."  For  the  account  of  the  gallant  sailors'  assault  on  the  redoubt, 
see  the  end  of  the  pamphlet,  written  by  an  eye-witness,  taken  partly 
from  the  Bot/s  Own  Magazine,  11th  year,  vol.  v.  page  478;  and  the 
Army  and  Kavy  Gazette,  30th  April,  1864. 
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tae9.  I  went  to  tnve  liim,  so  thni  I  might  be  ablo  to  sny;  'he  is  n  mnn  whose 
life  1  have  onvrd.'  I  nssisird  liim  to  risr,  nnd  wiih  my  nrms  cxH'iuJi-d  snpipoited 
him  towardf  n  hollow,  whtTo  ho  wmi'd  nor  Un  cxpoyrd  lo  iliu  fire  of  fiihrr  pnity. 
W'hilbt  I  WJ8  in  the  net  of  nsssiiiiir  liiin  I  wns  struck  hy  t^o  hulls,, one  inimo. 
diiiff'ly  ttltrr  the  oilipr ;  one  in  ilio  iicul,  tho  i>ihcr  in  ilu'  rnlf  nf  iliu  leg;.  1  then 
'eft  him  nnd  rctnrneil  to   ihe  pah.         •»#••• 

Sijnrd,  E.  VV.  Buckley,  Inlcrprotor* 

While  lying  near  where  this  noble  savage  had  placed  him,  Captain 
Henry  Mercer  was  visited  by  Dr.  'Icniple,  and  Lieutenant  Pickard, 
R.A.,  and  they  remained  with  him  till  the  troops  had  dug  a  trench  to 
the  spot  for  the  purpose  of  taking  him  away.  In  this  they  showed  a 
courage  and  devotion  above  all  praise.  Both  of  them  have  been 
decorated  with  the  Victoria  Cross  for  this  service. 

The  only  question  that  can  arise  out  of  the  conduct  of  General 
Cameron,  it.  this  aff.iir,  is  whether  he  coniniittcd  a  fatal  blunder  or 
something  worse.  Knowing  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  posi- 
tion, as  his  despatches  show,  he  had  no  cxcu£C  for  blundering.  Can 
it  be  that,  in  obedience  to  a  suggcsiion  from  the  Duke  of  Cambridge 
or  from  the  late  Colonel  Adjutant  General  Bingham,  1\.  A.,-'''  with  the 
Duke's  concurrence,  to  put  Captain  Mercer  to  some  severe  test,  ho 
took  this  method  of  securing  favor  in  hiuh  quarters? 

Irritated  at  the  openness  of  manner  I  had  shown  in  iriy  dealinga 
with  the  Horse  Guards,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  or  his  Adjutant 
General  appears  plainly  at  a  previous  date,  to  have  resolved  to  visit 
upon  my  brother  the  sins  of  which  he  seems  to  have  regarded  nie  as 
being  guilty.  The  sudden  recal  from  Shorncliff,  the  curt  answer  to 
an  enquiry  why  a  previously  expressed  determination  was  changed,  the 
— as  I  believe — sham  mutiny,  the  refusal  to  recognize  services  which 
had  twice  been  mentioned  in  General  C  imeron's  despatches,  and  the 
unusual  circumstance  of  sending  artillerymen  on  a  forlorn  hope,  are 
antecedent  facts  to  which  different  minds  may  give  different  degrees 
of  weight.  To  nie,  with  a  knowledge  derived  from  sixteen  years  ex- 
perience of  how  things  may  be  done  in  the  army,  they  appear  as  so 


•  Colonel  Binsliam,  Adjutant  General,  R.  A.,  was  never  known  to  perform  «ny 
brilliant  exploit,  thouch  ho  was  doubtless  an  useful  instniioent  in  the  hands  of  his  su- 
perior at  the  Horse  Guard?.  And  I  find  in  the  Dublin  tt'anlir.  May  27,1865,  that  a 
pension  of  £\M  a  year  from  the  Civil  List,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  military  p^nsiont 
bos  been  granted  to  bis  widow.  I  note  the  ciroitrastanco  because  it  is  very  iinuEual. 
^aA  beoauie  bo  was  not  wholly  unconnected  with  the  story  of  this,  pamphlet' 
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rliany  links  in  a  connected  chain,  reaching  from  Inkermann  and  the 
Ilorse  Guards  to  Rangiriri. 

Such  being  hiy  views  of  the  case,  I,  on  receiving  General  Cameron's 
despatches,  in  March,  18G4,  wrote  a  strong  letter  to  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  coinplaining  that  the  life  of  a  brave  soldier  had  been 
Siicrificed  to  the  unpreccdentod  expedient  of  sending  an  artillery 
officer,  with  an  inadequate  force,  on  a  hopeless  forlorn  hope.  I  got  no 
explanation,  and  hot  even  an  acknowledgement.  I  afterwards  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  the  same  purpose,  adding  that  one  thing 
which  it  was  obviously  proper  to  do,  under  the  distressing  circum- 
stances, was  to  give  Captain  Piercer's  widow  a  pension  suitable  to  his 
acknowledged  services.  I  received  an  answer,  dated  August  oO,  1864, 
to  the  ett'ect  that  she  ccmld  not,  iiiider  the  regulations,  get  more  than 
the  pension  of  a  Captain's  widow.  The  case,  it  seemed  plain  to  me, 
was  one  demanding  eiKjuiry  ;  and  on  the  .'jtli  Xovcmln'r,  18G4,  I 
wrote  to  Lord  Palmerston,  expressing  a  liojic  tliat  lie  would  "imme- 
diately cause  a  puMie  iiKjuiry  In  he.  made  into  the  ciusc;  of  iny  poor 
brother's  death."  To  this  demand,  which  seemrd  to  me  so  reasoiiablc 
and  so  proper,  1  was  not  honouicd  with  any  reply,  and  a  repetition  of 
the  recjuest  was  not  more  fortunate  in  the  result.  As  a  last  re.'iort, 
so  far  as  official  per.sonages  were  concerned,  I  wi-ni(>  to  Ilcr  Gracious 
Majesty  the  Queen,  laying  the  circumstances  before  her.  I  received 
the  courtesy  of  a  prompt  reply,  dated  O.sborne,  IGth  Januarj-,  1805, 
in  these  words  :  Sir  Charles  Phip'is  has  received  (he  commands  of  Iler 
Majesty  the  Queen  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Major  Mercer's  letter 
of  the  29th  ult.  and  regrets  that  his  request  cannot  be  complied  with. 
Pensions  for  military  services  are  granted  under  fixed  regulations,  witli 
which  it  is  impossible  for  Her  Majesty  personally  to  interfere." 

It  adds  to  the  mystery  of  this  case  that,  after  the  reply  I  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Secretary  at  war,  that  my  brother's  widow  could  only 
receive  the  pension  of  a  captain's  widow,  and  after  this  statement  that 
Her  Majesty  could  not  interfere  with  the  fixed  rules,  which  govern 
such  cases,  the  pension  assignable  to  a  Lieutenant  Colonel's  widow 
should  in  March  last,  have  been  granted.  The  greater  pension  was, 
if  I  am  correctly  informed,  granted  on  the  reconnuendation  of  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge.  If  there  had  not  been  merit  or  mystery  in  this 
case,  it  is  quite  certain  this  would  not  have  been  done.  Though  the 
granting  of  the  greater  pension  was  a  very  proper  thing  to  do,  no 
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pecuniary  consideration  can  make  amends  for  the  sacrifice  of  a  brave 
officer.  How  the  greater  pension  came  to  be  granted,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  be  able  to  divine.  It  may  be  that  Her  Majesty,  without  at  all 
infringing  those  constitutional  rules  which  it  is  so  proper  for  sovereigns 
as  well  as  subjects  to  observe,  feeling  the  interest  of  a  widow  in  the 
ease  of  a  widow  whose  husband  had  been  taken  from  her  otherwise 
than  by  the  ordinary  visitations  of  Providence,  directed  the  attention 
of  the  proper  officers  to  the  matter.  There  is  only  one  other  way  I 
conceive  this  part  of  the  wrong  to  have  been  righted.  In  February , 
1865,  I,  by  letter,  placed  the  Editor  of  TJie  Times  in  possession  of  the 
facts ;  and  he  may  have  thought  the  case  one  for  private  enquiry 
rather  than  publicity,  and  acted  accordingly. 

When  I  was  informed  of  the  increased  pension  being  granted,  I 
was  asked  by  my  brother's  widow  thenceforth  to  observe  a  strict 
silence  in  regard  to  every  circamstance  connected  with  him.  But  I, 
the  only  near  surviving  relative  who  is  in  a  position  to  take  the  part  of 
his  defender,  cannot  accept  this  condition.  3Iy  other  brother  is  in  the 
army;  and  whatever  his  opinions  may  be,  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence, silence  upon  him  is  imposed.  But  I  am  free  to  speak  and 
act;  and  General  Cameron  is  already  aware  that,  come  what  will,  I 
shall  hold  him  personally  responsible  for  the  fatal  order  he  gave  ray 
brother,  to  do  an  impossible  act  in  the  face  of  certain  death.  The 
world  is  wide,  and  if  he  so  will  it,  we  can  settle  our  differences  in 
France  or  the  United  States  or  some  other  foreign  territory,  where  he 
will  be  as  free  as  myself  from  any  restraint  which  the  shackles  of  the 
service  might  be  supposed  to  impose  upon  him.  Whatever  instructions 
he  might  have  received  to  put  Captain  Mercer  to  extraordinary  tests 
of  courage,  he  had  no  right  to  sacrifice  him  as  he  did.  Whatever 
doubt  there  may  be  as  to  the  participation  of  any  one  else  in  this 
affair — and  I  have  shown  why  it  is  that  I  have  none — the  case  is  plain 
so  far  as  regards  him.  It  admits  of  no  doubt,  and  only  of  one  possible 
explanation.  If  it  was  a  blunder  it  was  a  very  gross  one ;  and  it  is 
open  to  him  to  explain  and  apologize.  If  it  was  no  blunder,  then  it 
must  bo  brought  to  a  different  arbitrament. 

When  I  heard  of  that  partial  redress  of  a  great  wrong  which  is 
implied  in  the  granting  of  the  increased  pension,  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  give  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  the  benefit  of  any  possible  doubt  as  to 
the  extent  of  his  previous  knowledge  or  action  in  the  matter  ;  and  I 
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therefore  voluntarily  withdrew  some  harsh  expressions  I  had  used  in 
my  letter  of  March,  1864,  to  him,  and  of  which  the  public  know 
nothing.  But  hi.s  lloyal  Highness  having  failed  in  the  ordinary 
courtesy  of  an  acknowledgment,  leads  me  to  question  whether  he  was 
entitled  to  such  considerate  treatment.  (Note  d.) 


Note  D. — I  allowed  a  long  time  to  elapse  in  order  to  allay  any 
ill  feeling  that  might  exist  on  the  part  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
His  lloyal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  to  myself;  presuming 
that  it  was  just  possible  that  his  sycophant  lieutenants  might  have 
acted  in  this  painful  affair  without  either  his  knowledge  or  consent. 
I  then  did  myself  the  honour  to  address  him  ;  I  told  His  Royal 
Highness  that  1  based  my  views  of  the  foul  play  my  poor  brother  had 
received  upon  the  fact  that  the  anonymous  letter  spoken  of  in  the 
pamphlet  was  addressed  to  him  personally  ;  it  was  done  with  a  hope 
(and  without  any  intention  of  offending  him)  that  if  what  had  couie 
to  my  knowledge  was  true,  respecting  my  wish  to  join  the  Russians, 
on  the  30th  December,  ISHi,  he  would  surely  know  it,  and  send  for 
me  to  explain  matters  ;  and  if  it  was  not  true,  why  he  would  not  know 
from  whom  the  letter  came,  as  it  was  written  by  a  lady,  and  posted  in 
London,  England ;  and  thus  my  mind  would  have  been  set  at  rest 
respecting  the  absurd  fable  :  but  as  different  action  was  taken,  as 
explained  in  this  pamphlet,  I  thought  it  best,  solely  for  my  poor 
brother's  sake  at  the  time,  to  remain  quiet ;  till  I  felt  (as  explained  in 
this  pamphlet)  that  he  was  suffering  on  my  account.  I  then  made 
myself  responsible  for  the  anonymous  letter  spoken  of,  by  letter  to  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  dated  29th  August,  1862, 
as  explained ;  and  this  was  long  before  my  poor  dear  brother  was 
basely  murdered.  T  think  I  have  proved  to  any  unprejudiced  mind, 
that  from  the  moment  I  dared  to  compltiin  of  being  condemned  or 
even  an  open  chance  given  me  of  defending  my  own  honour,  my  poor 
brother  was  treated  with  gross  injustice  ;  his  just  claims  to  promotion 
repudiated,  after  having  been  noticed  in  several  despatches  with  every 
credit,  and  at  last  munlered  by  order.  Of  course  it  is  quite  impossible 
for  me  to  say  who  is  responsible  for  this  most  cowardly  deed  ;  but  one 
thing  appears  certain  to  my  simple  mind,  that  if  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  British  Army, 
had  no  hand  in  the  case,  he  would  at  once  have  directed  his  secretary 
to  write  to  me,  repudiating  the  foul  affair  in  toto,  particularly  as  in 
my  correspondence  to  His  Royal  Highness  I  had  stated  to  him  that  if 
my  judgment  had  erred,  and  he  would  do  me  the  honour  of  informing 
me  that  he  had  no  hand  in  the  outrage  on  my  poor  brother,  that  I 
would  at  once  write  a  public  apology,  and  give  it  the  same  circulation 
that  the  first  edition  of  my  pamphlet  had  had,  and  state  that  I  deeply 
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regretted  that  I  had  mixed  his  name  up  in  as  disgraceful  a  transaction 
as  ever  occurred  in  the  British  army  ;  but  I  have  never  received  one 
line  from  His  Royal  Highness  or  his  secretary.  Now,  although  he 
holds  a  raosi  exalted  position,  no  man  in  his  senses  would  say  that  it 
is  on  a  par  with  that  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  ; 
and  I  beg  to  state,  that  Her  Majesty  did  me  the  honour  to  acknow- 
ledge my  letter  by  return  of  post  tlirough  her  secretary.  I  submit 
that  the  base  cowards  who  planned  this  murderous  hunting  expedition 
against  a  most  quiet,  gentlemanly,  Christian  man,  did  it  with  the  hope 
that  his  heroic  heart  would  not  f  ice  the  certain  death  prepared  for 
him :  he  then,  jwor  man,  would  have  been  disgraced ;  and  the 
sneaking  slander  against  myself,  which  no  person  had  the  courage  to 
state  plainly  to  my  face,  would  have  been  repeated  with  tenfold  force 
by  the  same  heroes  who  whispered  my  honour  away,  with  all  the  force 
that  their  military  authoiity  could  give  the  fable,  which  they  had  not 
the  courage  to  investigate,  although  I  had  given  them  more  than  once 
the  opportunity  of  sifting  it.  I  could  not  defend  my  honour  till  it 
was  attacked ;  and  to  speak  out  ])erfectly  plain  at  the  Court  Martial 
would  have  only  been  to  resign  my  commission.  1  now  submit,  that 
if  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  can  explain  his 
position  at  the  Battle  of  Irikermann — when  he  was  saved  from  being 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Russians  by  Dr.  Wilson,  7th  Hussars,  at  that 
time  attached  to  the  Guards — as  clearly  and  plainly  as  I  have  done» 
for  joining  the  French  Reserve  Cavalry  on  tlie  morning  of  the  31st 
of  December,  1854,  it  will  be  more  satisiactory  to  many,  both  in  and 
out  of  the  army ;  and  will  silence  a  slander  which  has  cost  me  at 
all  events  a  good  deal ;  for  I  lirmly  believe  that  but  for  this  incident, 
coupled  with  Lord  Dunkellin's  atVuir,  my  honour  would  never  have 
been  doubled  for  an  instant;  and  eDiisoqueiitly,  which  is  now  quite 
plain  to  my  own  mind,  1  never  sliould  hive  been  tried  by  court  uuirtial, 
and  the  traged}"^  this  treats  of  wouM  never  have  occurred,  nor  I 
have  to  complain  of  gross  injustice,  wliicli  L  submit  I  hive  suffiTcd  ; 
as  I  honestly  earned  my  iNlajority,  and  was  gazetted  ti)  it  by  Lord 
Harding,  the  previous  Conunandcr-in-Cliiel'.  but  denied  tlie  benelit 
of  it,  by  the  present  Duke  ol' Cambridge;  and  although  injured  in  the 
service  of  the  country,  I  was  refused  more  leave  to  regain  my  health  : 
and  therefore  the  only  alternative  left  was  to  disgrace  myself  by  gning 
on  half-pay  as  Captain  and  Brevet  M  ijor,  while  [  may  say  all 
(gazetted  the  same  day  as  myself)  my  juniurs  in  tlie  sjrviee,  and 
many  of  them  not  touched,  wore  ivc^uving  the  substantive  rank  of 
Major.  The  public,  I  dare  say,  will  not  b;  s!ir[)ri>t'd.  under  the  ab  ive 
circumstances,  that  I  preferred  selJinLi-  out.  And  without  egotism,  1 
may  say,  I  should  not  be  of  the  same  blood  as  my  biotlier,  the  late  ij  ipt. 
Henry  Mercer,  R.A.,  if  I  iiid  acted  in  any  otlier  way.  On  >  tni  i  t« 
quite  certain  to  my  mind  :  had  uiy  poor  biotiier's  c  mrage  iaii;jd  iiitu, 
iwhea  called  to  eutor  the  fatal  breach,  which  he  did  at  tho  head  of 


28 


I  submit  that,  whether  the  facts  I  have  related  properly  constitute  a 
connected  and  complete  chain  of  evidence  or  not,  I  have  at  least  suc- 
ceeded in  showing  that  this  is  a  case  for  enquiry.  The  life  of  my 
brother,  Captain  Henry  Mercer,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  was  improperly 
sacrifced  :  and  justice  demands  that  the  matter  should  be  investigated. 
I  was  myself  unjustly  denied  a  confirmation  of  my  rank  as  Brevet 
Major,  conferred  for  distinguished  services  in  the  field,  and  I  have  given 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  cause  of  this  injustice ;  and  my  brother,  who 
appears  to  have  been  ill-treated  on  my  account,  finally  lost  his  life  in 
obeying  an  order  for  which  there  was  neither  necessity  nor  justification, 
I  therefore  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the  British  public  with  full  con- 
fidence that  there  will  be  a  general  agreement  with  me  that  the  case  is 
one  which  imperatively  calls  for  a  searching  public  enquiry;  and  with 
the  hope  that  some  honest  Englishman  who  has  both  the  will  and  the 
power,  will  see  that  what  I  was  deprived  of  by  an  unjust  judge  is 
returned  to  me  either  in  value  or  an  equivalant ;  and  that  such  vile 
tyranny  shall  never  again  occur  in  the  British  Army,  which  destroyed 
as  fearless  a  man  as  ever  drew  a  sword  for  no  earthly  purpose. 


three  men  who  were  all  killed  supporting  him,  we  should  have  been 
held  up  as  a  bad  race,  and  in  this  way,  viz. — one  brother  had  shown 
the  white  feather  in  New  Zealand,  and  the  other  in  the  Crimea  had 
tried  to  be  taken  prisoner  by  the  Russians.  I  leave  it  to  any  honest 
heart  to  judge,  whether  or  not  under  the  circumstances  I  have  formed 
a  sound  judgment  on  the  case. 
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The  following  is  taken  from  the  Army  and  Navy  Gazette,  of  April 
i30th,  1864,  and  is  correct  with  the  exception  that  my  poor  brother 
did  not  lay  out  all  night  where  he  fell,  but  was  placed  in  a  safe  position 
I  by  the  native  chief  "  Teoriori ;"   and  that  he  wrote  more  fully  to  his 
''  wife,  as  to  his  bodily  suflFering  and  mental  peace ;  he  also  wrote  dis- 
•  tinctly,  "  they  ordered  me  to  storm  the  place,  sword  in  hand,  and  my 
poor  servant  was  killed   by  my  side  ;"  and  it  is  but  just  and  right  to 
let  it  be  clearly  understood  here,  that  before  Dr.  Temple  and  Lieu- 
tenant Pickard,  R.  A.,  could  render  the  assistance  they  did  to  my 
poor  brother,  they  had  to  cross  a  deadly  and  withering  fire,  but  of 
course  when  they  reached  him  they  were  comparatively  safe.    All 
honour  to  such  heroes  I 

"  An  extract  from  a  private  letter  gives  the  following  account  of  the 
death  of  the  late  Captain  Henry  Mercer,  Royal  Artillery,  who  was 
killed  in  action  at  the  attack  on  the  Maories  at  Rangiriri : — '  On  the 
afternoon  of  the  20th  of  last  November,  the  order  was  given  by  Gene- 
ral Cameron  for  the  attack  on  the  Maori  position.  The  enemy 
was  strongly  entrenched,  well  armed,  and  numerically  superior  to 
our  troops.  The  night  was  rapidly  setting  in.  All  our  previous 
assaults,  though  gallantly  made,  had  been  repulsed  with  heavy  loss,  when 
Captain  Mercer  was  selected,  with  36  of  his  artillerymen,  as  a  kind  of 
forlorn  hope,  to  storm  the  stockade.  Poor  fellow  I  Nothing  could 
exceed  the  elan  and  dash  with  which  he  led  a  gallant  band,  under  a 
deadly  and  withering  fire,  to  the  assault,  and  when  rushing  onwards  at 
the  head  of  his  men  to  grapple  with  the  foe,  he  received  his  death- 
wound — a  shot  struck  him  on  the  face,  tearing  away  the  tongue,  shat- 
tering both  jaws,  and  inflicting  a  fearful  gash.  Where  he  fell  there 
he  lay  all  night,  resting  his  poor  mangled  head  on  the  lifeless  body  of 
one  of  his  brave  gunners ;  the  ground  on  which  ho  lay  was  so  enfiladed, 
and  the  fire  of  the  enemy  so  deadly,  that  no  one  could  attempt  to 
rescue  him  and  live ;  therefore  he  lay  all  night  as  I  have  described. 
Intelligence  of  her  husband's  sad  state  was  at  once  dispatched  to  Mrs. 
Mercer,  who  immediately  started  off,  and  travelled  40  miles  in  great 


1 


30 


haste,  though  the  poor  lady  was  expecting  her  confinement,  to  see  her 
h'jlovc;!  husb;inil  ere  he  breathed  his  last.  When  she  arrived  in  camp 
her  yrief  was  hoirtronding  to  witness,  and  caused  many  a  rough  soldier 
to  brush  away  a  tear.  Poor  Mercer,  on  seeing  it,  appeared  to  suffer 
more  on  her  account  than  on  his  own,  and.  rallying  a  little,  made  signs 
for  writing  niatorials.  and' a  pencil  being  put  in  his  hand,  he  wrote — 
^  .My  dirlinz,  do  not  grieve  for  me !  I  have  peace,  the  most  perfect 
p !  icu.  ill  Jesus — deep,  deep  as  a  river  !  He  doeth  all  things  well.' 
Iinmeli  itcly  afterwards,  his  spirit  ascended  to  his  Saviour.  Thus 
died  .1  g.tll mt  soldinrund  a  pious  Christian."  PoOr  Mrs.  Mercer,  with 
five  fathirl  'ss  iittle  ones,  has  just  returned  from  New  Zealand."  ,, 
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The  foll<nving  is  from  the  Boi/s^  Own  Magazine,  vol.  v.,  No.  30, '! 
page  478;  but  it  scai-coly  does  justice  to  the  brave  men,  "  Martin,"  .■^ 
"  Culvernel,"  and  "  Keogun,"  for  these  true  soldiers  entered  the  br6acl ; )[ 
With  my  poor  brother,  although  he  led  them;  and  they  were  all  kilh  .'_ ; 
[Supporting  him.  No  one  saved  my  brother  from  instant  death  b  oo 
ithe  New  Zealand  chief  Teoriori.         _   ^  .       .^   ^ :;',•/. 

"  A  rush  was  made  ;  the  outer  works  were  carHed  ;  but  the  attack 
ring  party  fell  back  on  finding  themselves  confronted  by  other  works  o: 
still  greater  strength.  To  retreat  was  to  lose  the  prestige  of  our  arms, 
and  to  invite  the  neutral  tribes  to  rebellion.  The  place  must  be  taken 
at  all  hazards;  a  second  rush  was  attempted;  the  officers  advanced  in 
front,  and  cheered  on  the  men,  but  the  men  refused  to  stir.  The 
general  then  turned  to  the  36  artillery  men  who  accompained  him, 
and,  armed  with  swords  and  revolvers,  they  rushed  forward,  stopped  to 
Ijreathe  for  a  moment  in  a  gully,  and  readied  the  oaropet,  which  some 
Kjf  them  mounted.  They  were  led  by  Captain  Mercer,  11.  A.,  one  of 
those  brave  gallant.  God-fearing  men  who  are  an  honour  to  the  service 
and  to  humanity  itself.  He  had  a  presentiment  that  he  would  fall, 
but  he  was  prepared  to  die ;  like  Havelock,  he  had  been  preparing  for 
death  for  years,  and  it  did  not  take  him  by  surprise,  A  M.aori  bullet 
struck  him  in  the  jaw,  carrying  away  the  lower  part  of  the  face  ;  he 
rolled  backwards  oh  the  ground  mortally  wounded.  His  party  was 
repulsed.  Was  there  a  man  there  brave  enough  to  advance  to  his 
assistance  ?  Ho  must  hold  his  life  cheap ;  he  will  have  to  pass  through 
the  double  fire  of  the  enemy.  But  what  sacrifice  will  our  soldiers  not 
make  for  an  officer  they  love  ?  First  one  soldier  advances,  and  then 
another  and  another,  but  it  was  only  to  meet  with  speedy  death.  It 
'waB  at  this  moment  that  William  Temple,  an  assistant-surgeon  of  the 
JKoyal  Artillery,  learned  that  his  friend  Mercer  stood  in  need  of  hi:  aid. 
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